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yeah but in a city well they were until about 2004 then they moved into the tribal regions thinking that the 
cities were not safe and then of course but you know in terms of bin laden there hasn't been you know good 
really good information about him and bin laden is an unusual you know he's a tall guy much taller than most 
people in that part so it's not as if he's someone who can just sort of blend into the countryside well he's one 
of the most recognizable people in history uh not only that he's six foot four uh very thin you know he's 
recognizable uh relatively easily uh uh be interesting to see to what extent uh if somebody dropped a dime 
on him after to pick up a cash reward that's happened in the past if somebody uh if it was more about there 
was about 25 million dollar reward for his capture or death that worked for heather sheikh muhammad the 
operational commander of 9 11 but in this case it may have been anomalies about sort of too much 
movement in and out of this house are you surprised that the president praised president zardari of pakistan 
for pakistan's assistance cooperation in the killing of bin laden i'm not surprised because this is the message 
that we should be giving and that we are giving uh praising the civilian government of pakistan which is in 
charge nominally of the country rather than uh praising the military as you know there's been four military 
dictatorships in pakistan the last six and a half decades that's not been good for the country overall um and 
so you know the the administration very correctly it's at the end of the day president sadari is the head of 
state of the country right president zardari may have been close to the u.s but others in pakistan not i want to 
show our viewers some video when you and peter arnett you were in afghanistan and interviewed uh bin 
laden talk a little bit about this individual who is now confirmed by the president of the united states there's a 
picture of you sitting next to bin laden uh this was in afghanistan right yeah this was in eastern afghanistan 
near jalalabad in 1997. uh you know uh bin laden uh carried himself like a cleric i expected a sort of table 
thumping revolutionary he was very low key uh if you didn't know what he was talking about uh he was he 
almost was like reading from the telephone book he was so monotonous but of course he 
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he was so monotonous but of course he was declaring war on the united states for the first time to a western 
media organization that was us at cnn it was of course he wasn't very well known uh even you know even 
within intelligence circles his name was not well known in 1997 the embassy bombing attacks in in east 
africa hadn't happened yet that was a year away uh but he gave this interview to us i think wolf because uh 
they were planning those attacks so the first really major anti-american attacks that they they conducted they 
knew those attacks were in the pipeline bin laden wanted to lay out publicly why he was you know going to 
attack the united states what uh what his beef was with the united states which essentially was american 
foreign policy in the middle east uh which he laid out in some detail in the course of this interview wolf it's it's 
amazing to me that uh for whatever reason we don't know how long bin laden was hiding out in this mansion 
in the city of abadabad not far from the pakistani capital of islamabad it's amazing to me that for whatever 
reason he made the decision this was the best place for him to be now some will ask did he need medical 


attention was he sick was he have kidney problems dialysis you've heard all of those reports i'm very 
skeptical about the kidney uh problems if you have the you know major kidney problem dialysis uh there's a 
lot of you know medical equipment that comes with that this is the hospital he would be dead by now 
according to his son he did suffer from kidney stones which is a rather different problem than having a major 
you know kind of thing dialysis another thing to have kidney stones right so you know the guys had uh when 
we met with him uh he didn't seem to be in particularly good health he's had some sort of chronic conditions 
low blood pressure uh but you know nothing of the extent that you know he didn't die of natural causes we 
now know of course uh that he died uh in in a fire fight which is which is the way i think that he wanted to go 
the big question now is to what extent is he going to be a martyr in all this that of course was his uh desire 
there will be al qaeda supporters who will seek revenge there's no doubt about that look at these pictures 
peter this is outside the north portico the white house the gates on pennsylvania 
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gates on pennsylvania avenue people are just cramming the area i want to listen in briefly and get a little 
flavor [Music] [Applause] okay [Applause] all right uh so you get a little flavor of what's going on outside the 
white house uh and i'm sure this scene is being copied elsewhere around the country we're checking in with 
our affiliates we'll get some live pictures from elsewhere specifically i'm most interested in seeing the reaction 
in new york city almost 10 years almost 10 years since 9 11 and on this day the president of the united states 
comes into the east room of the white house and informs the country and indeed the world that osama bin 
laden is dead paul kripjak's our terrorism analyst i want him to weigh in as well a lot of people were giving up 
that bin laden would be captured or killed this president made it clear this was priority number one for the u.s 
intelligence community and the cia and the outgoing director leon panetta deserve a lot of credit well that's 
absolutely right wolf this is an enormous uh breakthrough against al qaeda bin laden even after 9 11 was the 
strategic guiding force of the al-qaeda organization and the al-qaeda movement around the world and he is 
literally irreplaceable to al-qaeda no one has his charisma within the al-qaeda organization so this is a very 
important moment uh in the war against al-qaeda wolf with bin laden now being killed he will 
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with bin laden now being killed he will of course be a martyr figure but he was much more important to al- 
qaeda alive than dead he was inspiring uh recruits to join the organization he was inspiring people as well 
who never even joined al-qaeda to launch attacks around the world people literally would go to pakistan or 
afghanistan because they wanted to meet bin laden be part of his organization and he is no longer there wolf 
you know it's fascinating the degree of cooperation and i wonder if you you have a quick thought on how this 
will play in pakistan where al qaeda and bin laden did have an element of support well this will be i think quite 
embarrassing to some degree for the pakistanis they've claimed over the years that he's not in pakistani 
somewhere else perhaps in afghanistan and there's been various western officials that have suggested that 
elements of the isi the intelligence service there may know where bin laden is um he seems to have been 
about 80 miles north of uh islamabad uh this will be very embarrassing to the pakistanis on one level 
obviously the the obama administration is uh praising zadari saying they work together on this but he was in 
pakistan and that's where he was killed wolfe and and that's a very significant fact i'll stand by for a moment i 
want everyone to stand by because it's almost an hour or so since we heard from the president of the united 
states let me play this this is the president making the dramatic announcement today at my direction the 
united states launched a targeted operation against that compound in a badabad pakistan a small team of 
americans carried out the operation with extraordinary courage and capability no americans were harmed 
they took care to avoid civilian casualties after a firefight they killed osama bin laden and took custody of his 
body that's the president making the dramatic announcement nick payton walsh is our 
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announcement nick payton walsh is our correspondent uh in kabul uh afghanistan uh this happened in 
pakistan uh afghani officials are emailing me like crazy saying we told you he wasn't in afghanistan we had 
checked all the places in afghanistan they're relieved that bin laden was killed in pakistan what are you 
learning nick i've spoken to a pakistani senior intelligence official who confirmed the assassination in abarth 
abad which has been just said is not too far away from the pakistani capital but absolutely key here he said 
pakistani intelligence operatives were on the ground during the time of the assassination now he said quote i 
can't tell you who pulled the trigger but this is very much pakistani intelligence here trying to show they were 
part of this particular operation obviously i can't confirm whether that actually did happen but obviously 
they're trying to paint a picture here really of uh pakistan being the us's key ally in this particular operation 
that relations so deeply strained over the past few months because of so many incidents that have happened 
inside the country the drone strikes at the end of the raymond davis we've shot two men dead in lahore i 
think it's also probably important to point out that i think it really is understanding of people who live in islam 
but amongst the journalistic community there there is sufficient american capability within that country to 
have carried out that operation from within side pakistan and there's been speculation perhaps a team 
crossed over the border but i think it's important to point out that uh if the americans had wanted to take that 
operation on themselves from inside pakistan it was entirely possible in my opinion they could have done 
that yeah because the the assertion had always been that the u.s was using unmanned predator drones to 
go after uh various targets inside pakistan no u.s ground forces unlike in afghanistan were actually deployed 
to pakistan it's a very sensitive issue for the pakistanis they don't want american troops on the ground but in 
this particular case special forces units went in there went to abadabad outside of islamabad went to this 
mansion 
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of islamabad went to this mansion found bin laden had actionable intelligence as they say and they went 
ahead and they killed the the al-qaeda leader in around the world if you will a huge huge development uh for 
the u.s uh and as i was saying a huge development for pakistan right now and nick it's important to note that 
there had been recently some serious strains in the u.s pakistani relationship because u.s officials were 
concerned that pakistan supposedly was urging the afghan leader hamad karzai to move away from the u.s 
but in this particular case those elements of the pakistani government led by president zardari were very very 
helpful to the u.s and you heard the president praising president zardari the pakistanis for this sufferment 
remember dick over the past several years the u.s has provided pakistan with about 10 billion dollars in 
various forms of assistance nick stand by ed henry is over at the white house he's getting more details now 
on how this unfolded how the president was informed that bin laden is dead that's right well this coming from 
a senior administration official saying that in recent weeks the president of the united states has had no less 
than five national security council meetings on osama bin laden and the intelligence they were getting march 
14 march 29 april 12 april 19th and then april 28th that would have been thursday uh and then the order to 
move forward was on friday the 29th so this information just coming in uh about how much intelligence was 
coming into it at standby we're gonna get get your get your microphone fixed it's a it's a little off noise and i 
know there's a lot of noise behind you so we'll get that uh fixed though we'll get the audio to make sure our 
viewers hear every word you're saying maybe a handheld mic given the noise at the white house might be 
more useful for you right now you get that mic right up to your lips and we'll hear everything you're saying at 
henry's over at the 
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you're saying at henry's over at the white house getting new information for a president of the united states to 
be able to go into the east room of the white house and announce to the world that bin laden is dead is one 
of those moments this president united states will certainly always always be remembered for no matter what 
happens in his remaining term if it's one term or two terms everyone will always remember this moment 
when the president confirmed to the world that osama bin laden is dead a lot of folks had been giving up 
giving up the the hope they thought bin laden would die of natural causes on his own hidden in some sort of 
rural a very remote tribal area northwest pakistan or whatever not necessarily the case peter bergen is here 


peter how significant significant is it that pakistan president helped the united states allowed u.s ground 
troops special operations forces cia operatives whoever they were whether they were navy seals whether 
they were green beret whoever they were to go in there take weapons and kill them well for a start almost 
certainly delta force and navy seals not green berets uh the you know the elite of the elite in terms of black 
ops uh that the us black operations we should do and maybe some Cs cia paramilitaries as well um you know 
highly significant that pakistan uh allowed this uh to happen on their territory sony of their own capital uh it 
says a lot about uh you know we we've been talking a lot about how bad the relationship's been in the past 
several months i think this shows that that uh underneath this there is actually a pretty firm uh relationship 
um how significant is this for al qaeda i mean i think this is huge you know uh wolf if um if von stauffenberger 
managed to kill hitler on july 20th 1944 world war ii would have ended much more earlier than it did killing bin 
laden is the end of the war on terror we can just sort of announce that right now without him al-qaeda there's 
no one who can replace him in al-qaeda when you join al-qaeda you don't join al-qaeda you pledge a 
personal oath 
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al-qaeda you pledge a personal oath anwar al-awlaki the leader of al qaeda the arabian peninsula in yemen 
uh he's small potatoes he said he's a dwarf he doesn't have the you know he's not involved in jihad he hasn't 
you know bin laden was somebody who fought the soviets back in the 1980s himself allaki is just a 
propagandist he's not somebody he's a you know dangerous man i don't want to but he's not a major hero to 
the global jihadi movement who has fought against the soviet union in the united states now for for you know 
two and a half decades ed henry let's go back to ed ed go ahead tell our viewers if they may have missed 
what you were saying before tell our viewers what you're learning well wolf i think the audio was on the 
crowd let me tell you exactly what's going on senior u.s officials now telling us that in recent weeks president 
obama has had five basically secret national security council meetings behind the scenes very quiet uh to 
get more intelligence on osama bin laden march 14th march 29th april 12th april 19th april 28th that would 
have been last thursday and then on friday morning as the world was watching the royal wedding in the 
united kingdom the president gave the order to move forward and try and kill bin laden that was successful 
as the president told the nation and the world today in a fire fight outside islamabad pakistan we give you this 
detail to talk about and illuminate a little bit how the u.s was trying to piece this this together the president 
himself telling the world that it took months for the us to piece all the intelligence uh that they were getting 
suggesting that he was in this mansion as cnn first reported a mansion uh outside islamabad pakistan and it 
enabled the u.s to zero in but the president was deeply personally involved five national security amounts 
council meetings in march and april to pin this down wolf it's an amazing amazing moment and i don't think 
we want to lose sight of it uh the president by the way we're told other aides made phone calls to top leaders 
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phone calls to top leaders in congress the president personally called president george w bush and former 
former president george w su former president bill clinton to inform them of the news that bin laden is dead 
ed uh give us a little flavor is the west wing of the white house still un operating are they all working there i i 
assume all the the top leaders the top officials at the white house they're there and they're still assessing this 
moment really remarkable wolf yes a lot of senior officials still around here deep into the night on sundays 
they're still cobbling all this information together trying to to piece it together for our information for the world's 
information i can tell you a couple of those officials came out here a few moments ago because they're 
seeing our live shots they're seeing these pictures outside the white house gates a couple of them were just 
behind me behind my shoulder as i go back here watching the crowds trying to get a closer look when we 
first cnn first reported that the crowds were gathering i told you there were 30 or 40 people outside the gates 
there's now hundreds uh probably thousands wolf there are police cars uh that have that have come in on 
both sides of pennsylvania avenue just to make sure there's some order here uh there have been secret 
service officers getting closer to the gates just checking all of it out it's been very peaceful it's been 
celebratory but it's been very dramatic to hear the chance of usa usa behind me as this news was delivered 
to the world people just spontaneously coming to the white house many of them we believe as we look at the 


social media coming from george washington university just a few blocks away but also many tourists who 
are here for spring break et cetera coming from their hotel rooms just saying we want to see this moment in 
history so so dramatically yeah we're getting a lot of requests from viewers around the world if they missed 
the president's comments that they want to hear us we'll replay at some point don't don't worry if you missed 
what the president said in the east room of the white house we'll play it in its entirety that'll be coming up we'll 
share it with our 
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coming up we'll share it with our viewers here in the united states and around the world gloria borger is 
getting more information on the intelligence that led to this dramatic breakthrough the killing of bin laden what 
are you learning gloria well wolf you know administration officials as ed was saying are starting to uh to brief 
uh reporters on this this compound in abadabad uh was apparently built in 2005. the physical security of it 
was extraordinary it has 12 to 18 foot walls with barbed wire around it access had been restricted by two 
security gates one official said that they had been paying attention to the couriers going in and out of this 
building one of the couriers apparently attracted their attention another thing was that residents burn their 
trash as opposed to neighbors who just put their trash out for collection one would think that that might raise 
a few eyeballs so um and the property is apparently valued at one million but it had no internet or telephone 
service so um so this was something that they were clearly looking at and that this operation had been 
monitoring for quite some time before the president uh gave the go-ahead uh on this on on friday so um and 
that more people were living at the compound than the two brothers and the families who were presumed to 
be living there and there was one whose size and makeup matches osama bin laden and that's uh that was 
resulted in this very dramatic a decision that the president made a courageous decision to go in and send u.s 
troops chris lawrence is our pentagon correspondent chris you're getting some more information on uh the 
nature of the operation the operation to kill bin laden what are you learning that's right wolfo we're now 
learning that this was a helicopter raid in that it involved a small team of u.s navy seals we're also hearing 
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of u.s navy seals we're also hearing that the entire operation only lasted about 40 minutes and that this team 
practiced how to conduct this operation before actually going in there were several so-called practice runs in 
order to minimize the casualties in the area after all the speculation for so many years wolfe that osama bin 
laden might be hiding in sort of the wilderness area of pakistan in the hills in the border area between 
afghanistan and pakistan he was actually found in this area of obama i spent december and january in 
pakistan a badabad is a very affluent area this was an area in which a lot of retired military officials from the 
pakistani military lived there and i'm also told that this compound where he was found was about eight times 
larger than some of the other homes in the area we're also learning that it had about 12 to 18 foot walls in 
what's been termed extraordinary security around the area wolf who would have thought that that the al- 
qaeda leader was hiding out in a mansion in a city very close about 80 miles or kilometers from the pakistani 
capital of islam about fran tons and you're you're hearing more about this operation what else are you picking 
up well well there would have been an extraordinary process that they go through to verify targeting you 
know the president wouldn't have taken this lightly he wouldn't have imposed on the pakistani government 
when i say imposed he wouldn't have pushed them as hard as he did unless he felt very confident of the 
intelligence they would have had to have an exfiltration plan an emergency plan will for the if anything had 
gone wrong um it's also you know it's it's interesting the cooperation with pakistan peter bergen said this 
earlier we've been through time of tension um this is really this operation the success of this operation is aa 
moment to try and put that back together but the pakistanis ought to be kind of embarrassed this is outside of 
a major pakistani city where 


00:22:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=lpMUWcpx_Qo&t=1321s 





outside of a major pakistani city where benaden was living in relative luxury frankly and so this will be difficult 
for the pakistani government in terms of their own relationship with their own parliament and their own people 
to explain and i just want to alert our viewers uh those viewers in the united states and around the world who 
missed the entire presidential statement from president obama announcing that bin laden is dead we're 
going to replay that in about seven minutes or so at the bottom of the hour so get ready you'll hear the 
president's uh announcement that bin laden is dead fran townsend is watching all of this all of our reporters 
are watching it uh this is historic news unfolding right now and we're getting more and more details we're 
learning exactly how the u.s planned this operation the troops that were involved the risks involved peter 
bergen is here watching all of this together with us peter uh when when we learned now that u.s helicopters 
crossed the border from afghanistan went into pakistan went to abadabad outside of islam about the 
pakistani capital it you know how nervous top u.s leaders given the history of helicopters and iran americans 
held hostage in iran back in the late 1970s those helicopters went down as you and a lot of our viewers will 
recall this was a risky operation it was a risky operation but you may recall that uh but precisely because of 
the failure in iran the failure of desert one the helicopters that crashed that was the beginning of delta force 
precisely the kind of folks that did this operation uh this evening in pakistan the other thing of course is um 
the pakistanis have been very sensitive about our u.s helicopters coming into their territory but we have told 
them and it has been very clear that all bets are off if osama bin laden or one of the top uh principles in al 
qaeda is uh kind of is possible to be located now why was he in a bad about wolf is an interesting question 
he wasn't in the tribal regions 
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question he wasn't in the tribal regions because that's where the drones are uh you know it was clear that for 
a long time the american drone campaign has been very intense so we also haven't heard from him 
interestingly for over three months he never commented on the huge events in the middle east which was 
very public puzzling to me because he's always commented on things very very rapidly and uh he hadn't 
commented it may well have been because he he saw that the net was closing in um and it's interesting to 
me uh the reporting we have from gloria borger about the anomalies that were around this house it's 
precisely those anomalies were the things that the intelligence community was looking for uh a fancy house 
without internet service and without phone service these kinds of anomalies would be would be a giveaway 
yeah and then obviously they they had good actionable intelligence as they say and they went and they 
exploited that intelligence and mission accomplished in this particular case mission definitely accomplished 
the mission was to capture or kill bin laden they killed bin laden let's listen a little bit longer right now i just 
want to get a flavor this is happening outside the northwest gate of the white house [Music] [Applause] 
[Music] [Applause] [Music] all right so there you see the crowd on pennsylvania avenue right outside the 
white house it's a pedestrian area no cars allowed except special traffic for the president for the white house 
but these are folks who have just gathered out there a lot of students 
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gathered out there a lot of students from nearby george washington university some of the other universities 
here in the d.c area they're coming with american flags they were singing the star spangled banner they are 
excited and this situation i'm sure this crowd situation developing all over the country right now ed henry is 
only a few feet away on the north lawn of the white house so what else are you learning at wolf a senior 
official is giving us more information about how all this uh played out so dramatic today just outside 
islamabad pakistan these senior u.s officials saying that since bin laden's compound where he was was so 
close to such a big city it was an extremely dangerous operation for this u.s team to go in and not be 
detected et cetera and that they were around and inside bin laden's compound for 40 minutes kind of a long 
time to be there and get out safely more dramatic as well is the fact that there were we believe multiple 
helicopters involved but one of them crashed these u.s helicopters crashed one of them due to mechanical 
failure no one was injured none of the us officials no u.s military injured but then we're told that the u.s 
military destroyed the helicopter so that uh you know al-qaeda would not be able to go into that helicopter 
glean any intelligence any information they destroyed it similar to what we saw play out a few weeks ago in 


libya when it when a u.s plane crashed there again you can hear this crowd getting louder behind me making 
it harder and harder for me to to lay out all these details one other important one though to note is that we're 
told by senior u.s officials that in addition to osama bin laden at least three other people were killed three 
adult males two couriers and a son of osama bin laden and then we're also told by these senior u.s officials 
that one woman was killed uh in the compound because she was used by one of the men around osama bin 
laden as a human shield and so that woman was killed wolf stand 
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and so that woman was killed wolf stand by for a moment uh because uh we're going to be replaying uh the 
uh the entire presidential statement uh just in a minute or so i want to bring in our david gergen who's been 
watching all of this unfold uh david uh give us a little context right now in the scheme of history and a 
presidential statement what does this compare to well if it's difficult to remember a statement that was so 
celebratory in in recent american history we've had so many downers you know this is a moment when the 
president i think without sort of dancing i i think it almost goes back to the follow the berlin wall before you 
find anything this dramatic that this had this sense of positive history about it we've had a lot of down 
moments but not very many positive ones and i must say you know reading through the comments by 
citizens across the country on the internet uh there are an awful lot of them and say finally finally job well 
done and they're all celebrated celebrating there is a an awful lot of people have already turned to politics 
and said this is going to be a huge help to president obama in the election they say obama got osama that's 
a that's a tone you hear out there but there are also a great many people saying if the war on terror is over 
let's bring our troops home if we got the guy let's come home tomorrow that could be complicating for the 
president one final thought wolfe and that is as we've heard ed henry report we've had more details from 
others i think this is not only a big night and a milestone for the the cia and for the for the military but it's also 
a hugely positive night for the president's national security team the fact that they could have meetings going 
back six weeks now and not have a word leak is a very strong signal that this is a good working team you 
know often historically we talk about the 13 days of john f kennedy and wondered could it ever have held for 
13 days today this team proved it could help that news like this 
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that news like this important sense of news could hold for six weeks yeah it's pretty amazing considered you 
know normally how so much so much leaks in washington this was so carefully carefully kept secret uh it's 
now 12 30 a.m on the east coast here in the united states i want to welcome our viewers in the united states 
and around the world we heard a little while ago the president united states telling all of us that osama bin 
laden has been killed a u.s operation went into a town about 100 kilometers 70 miles 60 miles or so from the 
pakistani capital of islamabad and they went in there was a mansion there they had actionable intelligence 
cooperation from the pakistani government and they went ahead and they found bin laden they went ahead 
and killed him and others that then retrieved the body confirmed in fact it was bin laden didn't only look like a 
six foot four osama bin laden but they had other forensic evidence to confirm this was in fact bin laden and 
bin laden is dead now people are celebrating outside the white house they're celebrating all over the united 
states indeed all over the world although u.s officials are taking steps right now at diplomatic and compounds 
at embassies u.s installations military facilities to make sure that they're on higher alert in case there is some 
sort of al qaeda related retaliatory response so this is a good moment for those of our viewers in the united 
states who may have missed what president obama said to listen to his statement in its entirety good 
evening tonight i can report to the american people and to the world that the united states has conducted an 
operation that killed osama bin laden the leader of al qaeda and a terrorist who's responsible for the murder 
of thousands of innocent men women and children it was nearly 10 years ago that a bright 
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it was nearly 10 years ago that a bright september day was darkened by the worst attack on the american 
people in our history the images of 9 11 are seared into our national memory hijacked planes cutting through 
a cloudless september sky the twin towers collapsing to the ground black smoke billowing up from the 
pentagon the wreckage of flight 93 in shanksville pennsylvania where the actions of heroic citizens saved 
even more heartbreak and destruction and yet we know that the worst images are those that were unseen to 
the world the empty seat at the dinner table children who were forced to grow up without their mother or their 
father parents who would never know the feeling of their child's embrace nearly 3 000 citizens taken from us 
leaving a gaping hole in our hearts on september 11th 2001 in our time of grief the american people came 
together we offered our neighbors a hand and we offered the wounded our blood we reaffirmed our ties to 
each other and our love of community and country on that day no matter where we came from what god we 
prayed to or what race or ethnicity we were we were united as one american family we were also united in 
our resolve to protect our nation and to predict to bring those who committed this vicious attack to justice we 
quickly learned that the 9 11 attacks were carried out by al qaeda an organization headed by osama bin 
laden which had openly declared war on the united states and was committed to killing innocents in our 
country and around the globe and so we went to war against al qaeda to protect our citizens our friends and 
our allies 
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our friends and our allies over the last 10 years thanks to the tireless and heroic work of our military and our 
counterterrorism professionals we've made great strides in that effort we've disrupted terrorist attacks and 
strengthened our homeland defense in afghanistan we removed the taliban government which had given bin 
laden and al qaeda safe haven and support and around the globe we worked with our friends and allies to 
capture or kill scores of al-qaeda terrorists including several who were a part of the 9 11 plot yet osama bin 
laden avoided capture and escaped across the afghan border into pakistan meanwhile al qaeda continued to 
operate from along that border and operate through its affiliates across the world and so shortly after taking 
office i directed leon panetta the director of the cia to make the killing or capture of bin laden the top priority 
of our war against al qaeda even as we continued our broader efforts to disrupt dismantle and defeat his 
network then last august after years of painstaking work by our intelligence community i was briefed on a 
possible lead to bin laden it was far from certain and it took many months to run this thread to ground i met 
repeatedly with my national security team as we developed more information about the possibility that we 
had located bin laden hiding within a compound deep inside pakistan and finally last week i determined that 
we had enough intelligence to take action and authorized an operation to get osama bin laden and bring him 
to justice today at my direction the united states launched a targeted operation against that compound in a 
badabad pakistan a small team of americans carried out the operation with extraordinary courage and 
capability no americans were harmed they took care 


00:36:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=lpMUWcpx_Qo&t=2160s 





no americans were harmed they took care to avoid civilian casualties after a firefight they killed osama bin 
laden and took custody of his body for over two decades bin laden has been al-qaeda's leader and symbol 
and has continued to plot attacks against our country and our friends and allies the death of bin laden marks 
the most significant achievement to date in our nation's effort to defeat al qaeda yet his death does not mark 
the end of our effort there is no doubt that al qaeda will continue to pursue attacks against us we must and 
we will remain vigilant at home and abroad as we do we must also reaffirm that the united states is not and 
never will be at war with islam i've made clear just as president bush did shortly after 9 11 that our war is not 
against islam bin laden was not a muslim leader he was a mass murderer of muslims indeed al qaeda 
slaughtered demise should be welcomed by all who believe in peace and human dignity over the years i've 
repeatedly made clear that we would take action within pakistan if we knew where bin laden was that is what 
we've done but it's important to note that our counterterrorism cooperation with pakistan helped lead us to 
bin laden and the compound where he was hiding indeed bin laden had declared war against pakistan as 
well and ordered attacks against the pakistani people tonight i called president zardari and my 





that this is a good and historic day for both of our nations and going forward it is essential that pakistan 
continue to join us in the fight against al qaeda and its affiliates the american people did not choose this fight 
it came to our shores and started with the senseless slaughter of our citizens after nearly 10 years of service 
struggle and sacrifice we know well the costs of war these efforts weigh on me every time i as commander- 
in-chief have to sign a letter to a family that has lost a loved one or look into the eyes of a service member 
who's been gravely wounded so americans understand the costs of war yet as a country we will never 
tolerate our security being threatened nor stand idly by when our people have been killed we will be 
relentless in defense of our citizens and our friends and allies we will be true to the values that make us who 
we are and on nights like this one we can say to those families who have lost loved ones to al qaeda's terror 
justice has been done tonight we give thanks to the countless intelligence and counterterrorism professionals 
who've worked tirelessly to achieve this outcome the american people do not see their work nor know their 
names but tonight they feel the satisfaction of their work and the result of their pursuit of justice we give 
thanks for the men who carried out this operation for they exemplify the professionalism patriotism and 
unparalleled courage of those who serve our country and they are part of a generation that has borne the 
heaviest share of the burden since that september day 
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burden since that september day finally let me say to the families who lost loved ones on 9 11 that we have 
never forgotten your loss nor wavered in our commitment to see that we do whatever it takes to prevent 
another attack on our shores and tonight let us think back to the sense of unity that prevailed on 9 11. i know 
that it has at times sprayed yet today's achievement is a testament to the greatness of our country and the 
determination of the american people the cause of securing our country is not complete but tonight we are 
once again reminded that america can do whatever we set our mind to that is the story of our history whether 
it's the pursuit of prosperity for our people or the struggle for equality for all our citizens our commitment to 
stand up for our values abroad and our sacrifices to make the world a safer place let us remember that we 
can do these things not just because of wealth or power but because of who we are one nation under god 
indivisible with liberty and justice for all thank you may god bless you and may god bless the united states of 
america the president united states that was a little bit more than an hour ago he addressed the nation and 
the world and confirming what we had learned only moments earlier that the u.s in an operation with the 
support of the government of pakistan had found osama bin laden at a mansion not far away about 60 miles 
100 kilometers or so outside of islamabad went in there with a special operations force after a firefight killed 
bin laden now they're celebrating outside of the white house i want to show you some live pictures right now 
on pennsylvania avenue outside the north portico of the white house 
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the north portico of the white house people have gathered a lot of students from george washington 
university other campuses in the dc area they've brought american flags they're cheering they're singing 
they're celebrating they're also celebrating in new york city at a very very very moving place this is ground 
zero you're looking at pictures from ground zero in new york city what was the world trade center some 3 000 
people were killed almost 10 years ago just imagine as we approach the 10th anniversary of 911 what the 
feeling would have been in this country and around the world if bin laden was still if he were still at large now 
he is dead the 10th anniversary of 9 11 will take over a different uh different perspective our cnn 
correspondent jason carroll is over there at ground zero in new york jason set the scene for us a lot of folks 
probably thought they would never never be able to celebrate the death of bin laden but they are celebrating 
right now celebration is the exact way to put it uh wolf i mean since we've been down here hundreds and 
hundreds of people been coming down to ground zero i want to see if you can see what what's happening 
here people just sort of coming down here they're bringing flags they're singing god bless america people 
start singing then all of a sudden they start breaking out they start cheering i want to bring in some of the 
people who have come down here for for various reasons um you've come down here what what made you 


come down i'm sure you heard the news tell me what you're feeling at this moment um i just great pride in 
my country and and happiness and sorrow and revisiting emotions from 9 11 generally we live in the 
neighborhood in tribeca and we just thought we're too close we have to go down and see what's going on i 
think a lot of people like you obviously all of these people have come around here let's bring you in here as 
well obviously you came down heard about the news tell me what you're feeling why did you decide to come 
down to ground zero um well it's just the most out of body experience to feel such so involved in history this 
is just such a historic moment for our country right now it's just i mean it's so surreal it's 
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it's just i mean it's so surreal it's you know so much so much suffering so much pain took place at this very 
spot and i think a lot of people coming down here for the same reasons that you did sir let me grab you in 
here as well obviously you came down to you know take part in what's happening down here right now 
people bringing down american flags tell me how you're feeling at this moment i mean it's just a huge 
gathering of energy and uh i think for many it's it's kind of a big sigh of relief you know that you know just 
seeing everybody here it's it's really crazy it's uh like she said it's an out of body experience you know it's uh 
nothing like i've ever felt before and you can hear some of that cheering going on right wolf right now in the 
background people again bringing down american flags ground zero right here happening right here all these 
folks just coming down wanting to take part in something that's that's just sort of happening as we speak 
more and more people you can hear the chance now of usa usa happening down here at ground zero 
happening more and more and wolf just as we've been here we've seen the crowd the crowd grow more and 
more the mayor has released a statement new york city's mayor michael bloomberg as well as the police 
commissioner as well as kristen breitweiser her husband was killed in 9 11. she released a statement 
basically saying she now has a sense that the long that this long and and this long wait is now finally over 
and she can finally have some closure now that this day has finally come wolf jason carroll at ground zero for 
us in new york city uh thank you we'll check back with you i want to hear more reaction from the folks the 
new yorkers who have come to ground zero we'll get reaction from those students and others who are 
outside the white house chanting they're celebrating chris lawrence is our pentagon correspondent chris 
you're getting more details of this operation that went ahead and successfully eliminated bitlod that's right 
wolf the president had obviously gave some detail we want to 
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obviously gave some detail we want to sort of fill in the blanks and give our viewers a a better sense of 
exactly what happened uh after all the speculation that osama bin laden for years uh you know may have 
been hiding out in the in the wilderness area in the mountainous area between afghanistan and pakistan this 
all comes down to a basically what is a suburb of the capital of pakistan islamabad the area of aptabad now 
after they identified that this was the compound that they believe osama bin laden was hiding this small 
assault team practiced their assault several times because this is a populated area an affluent area in fact it's 
an area where a lot of retired pakistani generals live and so they practiced an official tells us because they 
wanted to minimize the amount of collateral damage to the civilians and the innocent people who live around 
there once they got the go-ahead to go in uh what they faced was a compound that was about what's been 
described eight times larger than any of the buildings around it it was a three-story structure with what's been 
termed extraordinary security some of the walls were between 12 and 18 feet and again this small u.s 
assault team which included some u.s special forces made this assault in its entirety about 40 minutes an 
official says that osama bin laden did resist and he was killed during that resistance in other words after so 
much talk of perhaps drone strikes and missile strikes it came down to an actual fire fight on the ground in 
this suburb of islamabad we're told that three men were also killed in addition to osama bin laden and a 
woman was killed u.s officials say because she was being used by the people inside as a human shield 
something happened to one of the helicopters that was used to land this assault team into the compound or 
near the compound 
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compound or near the compound we don't know it right now if it was a mechanical failure but we do know 
that the us team destroyed that helicopter on their way out no u.s personnel hurt in that uh operation wolf do 
you do you know chris if it was a blackhawk helicopter i just asked out of historic perspective yeah obviously 
you're referring back uh you know the the popular movie black hawk down uh the black hawk is is used as 
an assault helicopter it was used in somalia uh we don't know exactly what sort of helicopters uh yet were 
used in this uh we know something happened to one uh obviously they would never come in with just one 
helicopter there were at least you know two if not more helicopters involved in a mission like this uh one 
something happened to it perhaps a mechanical problem uh perhaps uh you know another sort of problem 
with it uh but from what it was described they took it out they destroyed it so there wouldn't be anything left of 
it behind all right stand by for chris i want you to watch this peter bergen watch the screen right now all of our 
viewers this is the video we're getting the first video of the mansion in abadabad uh about 60 miles or 100 
kilometers away from islam about geotv of pakistan presented uh they showed this video this is the mansion 
you can see the fire there there was a fire fight a u.s special operations team went in there navy seals were 
told by our pentagon correspondent chris lawrence they went in you see this mansion you see the walls 
around the mansion you see the fire that's going on there this is a geo tv of pakistan exclusive video coming 
into cnn right now let's keep this video up on the screen gloria borger as we look at this video you're getting 
more information about this operation from your sources as well well what's so interesting uh to me wolf is 
that while the president spoke about cooperation on intelligence matters it's very clear from administration 
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it's very clear from administration officials that we did not share the fact that we were going to go in with any 
other country no country and it was only shared with a small group of individuals within the united states 
government so that's how closely held it was another thing that's interesting wolf is that u.s officials were 
asked this evening about what they intend to do with his body and the answer was that it is something the 
united states states takes very seriously they intend to handle the body of osama bin laden with islamic 
religion in mind and in the appropriate manner now you know there are going to be lots of people who are 
going to say how do we know this is osama bin laden remember we went through that with uh with saddam 
hussein so that is also something we really need to be watching here about how the administration uh 
handles uh osama's body bin laden's body uh will be the subject of close forensic evidence i don't know if 
they'll do a formal autopsy on bin laden's body but they do have enough evidence dna evidence whatever to 
confirm that bitloden is dead uh and and i want to just i i just want to remind our viewers these are pictures 
coming in from geotv in pakistan uh the mansion uh in this city outside of islam about about 60 miles or 100 
kilometers outside of islamabad where the operation unfolded bin laden was hiding out there he was 
discovered they went in helicopters went in i can't uh over emphasize how risky of a military operation 
potentially this could have been uh we also have live pictures from from ground zero in new york city let's 
show our viewers some of the celebr celebrations going on in new york city this is where the world trade 
center of course uh was at one point nearly 10 years ago and it was blown away by those planes 
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and it was blown away by those planes little live pictures coming in from ground zero in new york new york 
congressman gary ackerman democrat of new york's watching all of this unfold you're a new yorker 
congressman the folks in new york are as least as thrilled as the rest of america is but probably a lot more so 
given what happened in your city nearly 10 years ago it's like being thrilled on steroids i suppose it is it is 
absolutely remarkable uh reaction my reaction all over the place first of all domestically this is this is like the 
mission accomplished moment that george bush only fantasized i think it puts president obama 
congressman if you can hear me i just want you to speak into that michael we can barely hear you uh so just 
get a little closer to your your speaker over there so you can speak into the microphone so we can hear you 
a little bit better right i'm actually on the on the phone uh it's it's it's the uh the mission accomplished a 
moment that president bush only fantasized this is this is real this is one of the biggest deals in the in the in 
the last hundred years uh i think it puts the president in a political position that makes him the commander in 
chief of an almost flawless mission of monumental proportions that have unbelievable ramifications we're 


going to have to figure out a smart way to include pakistan and this tremendous victory that we've had 
because our relationship with them is absolutely of critical importance but we also have to be mindful wolf 
that it is not over this is not taking down the flag of of al qaeda and handing over you know the uh the 
proverbial uh sword we've we've cut the head off of the worm uh but usually what worms do diminished and 
demoralized they may grow another head and there is somebody right now who is planning who is thinking 
what can they do certainly someone not of the stature of bin laden but someone who was going to try to 
prove their bona 
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who was going to try to prove their bona fides and has some kind of reaction to this already planned and 
maybe even in motion so we have to double down on our security despite the euphoria and we are getting 
word uh the state department as a precaution is warning of quote enhanced potential for anti-american 
violence following bin laden's death congressman eckerman thanks very much peter king is the chairman of 
the house homeland security committee from he's also from new york he's a republican uh you must be 
thrilled i i know you congressman king this is a moment you've waited for for nearly 10 years if not longer 
going back to 93 the first al qaeda attack on the world trade center i guess we're not hearing peter king but 
we'll hopefully reconnect with peter king momentarily uh these this is new york city those those are those are 
pictures from new york city we'll check in with peter king in a few moments he'll give us his reaction to this 
moment once again bin laden is dead they're celebrating in new york they're celebrating here in washington 
celebrating all over the country dare i say indeed around the world right now it's approaching 1 a.m here on 
the east coast fran townsend's our national security contributor former homeland security adviser to 
president bush uh frank tell us how dangerous of a military operation for the for the navy seals the other u.s 
troops who were involved flying in by helicopter into pakistan going to ababa the city about 60 miles 100 
kilometers outside of islamabad going to this mansion engaging in a firefight finding bin laden and others and 
killing him how dangerous how risky of an operation is this for a president of the united states to authorize 
well wolfe you know we're all celebrating now and incredibly relieved at the great news but let's remember 
um it is a settled area this is not far from islamabad it had very high walls around the 
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it had very high walls around the compound and bob and barbed wire as chris lawrence explains there are 
many things that could have gone wrong wolf and imagine how the president would have looked and felt 
then you know this mission could have failed bin laden could have escaped americans could have been 
injured or killed um or bin laden could have not been there the intelligence could have been faulty we've 
seen instances of that and so it takes a tremendous amount of courage and confidence on the president's 
part to look at the intelligence listen to his advisors like leon panetta the cia like bob gates this is a big 
moment for bob secretary bob gates who's preparing to leave the defense department it's a big moment for 
general david petraeus who's getting ready to leave afghanistan to be nominated as the next cia director 
would have commanded these troops and so he the president would have had to get the advice of all these 
advisors and then ultimately it was his decision his responsibility to decide whether or not it was worth taking 
the risk uh to go in there and do this very difficult operation yeah because you can imagine if this mission 
would have failed the outcry that would have happened the impact on u.s pakistani relations uh it would have 
sent a message of failure for the united states which is exactly what the u.s doesn't need during a very 
dangerous time like this unfolding in the middle east and south asia in north africa right now so much at 
stake i want to show our viewers fran stay with me for a moment what's happening in washington dc these 
are live pictures you're seeing over there at the northwest gate of the white house people going out there 
looking at the crowds you see a u.s military officer going out there as well they've just jam-packed 
pennsylvania avenue outside of the white house they brought the american flags uh they they're screaming 
they're they're celebrating bin laden is dead now take a look at this picture this is ground zero we'll go to new 
york show our viewers live pictures of ground zero in new york city at the same time you'll see what's 
happening there the reporters reporting from ground zero uh this is a live picture is coming in 
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uh this is a live picture is coming in right now it's packed at ground zero and this is uh this is video that's 
been coming in from geo tv in pakistan you saw that mansion in abadabad 60 miles 100 kilometers outside 
of islamabad the pakistani capital you saw that mansion on fire that's where the firefight took place that's 
where the u.s special operations forces went in with the cooperation with the cooperation of the government 
of pakistan and they went in and killed bin laden i think we've reconnected with congressman peter king he's 
the chairman of the house homeland security committee republican of new york uh congressman king did 
you did you think this day would ever come i will i really didn't i got called tonight from uh mike light at the 
white house at about 1005 to tell me the president would be addressing the nation and that uh he will be 
announcing the death of uh i uh i i couldn't believe it i mean i lost so many friends in neighbors on september 
11th there's so many new yorkers did and we've come close a number of times uh and actually hear that he 
was dead that he had been killed that we got him uh i was again a feeling of tremendous until race and let 
me just say as a republican who was disagreeing with president obama on different policies i want to give 
him full credit what he did tonight of what he did uh being responsible he was the commander-in-chief his 
friend townsend said this was a delicate operation uh we could have very easily it could have been up in 
lobby really wasn't it could have been that civilians would have been killed so many things could have gone 
wrong and yet the president had the guts to go forward with it it was a brilliantly carried out operation in the 
united states i sold him for carrying out one of the most significant uh achievements i believe in american 
history you know when we Say it was a gutsy decision by the president i i don't think we can overemphasize 
that given the fact that helicopters are going in over what what probably could be some areas that are hostile 
sending it helicopters into a dangerous 
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sending it helicopters into a dangerous environment like this not knowing precisely what was behind those 
walls of the compound this mansion in a badabad where bin laden was hiding out you don't know if they had 
shoulder-fired missiles anti-anti-helicopter capabilities to shoot down helicopters it does take cuts for a 
president in the united states to sign off on a mission proceeds all over the world approximately tragic light 
loss of american life now this is so many things this operation could have gone wrong and you know the 
media would have second guessing we know that uh al-qaeda and our enemies overseas would have tried 
to capitalize on this and again uh going in there you never start these very moment where it's been loud neck 
but they have had that mansion filled with civilians because they've been young kids in there so there have 
been innocent women in that all of those things to make the united states look horribly bad and you know 
how that would have been played up also you're right and you could have had our helicopters shut down we 
didn't know all the weapons are in there you think you do you try to scout it out as much as you can you get 
the best intelligence as you can but anyone who's involved intelligence knows until it's over you never know 
exactly how accurate the intelligence is and all you need is that one or two things go wrong and this could 
have been a disaster that's why the president did the right thing in doing it it's a lot easier wolf you and me 
afterwards to say yeah the president did the right thing he was the guy who was on the line and better make 
the decision upfront but not everyone was no guarantee this was going to work yeah he deserves an 
enormous amount of credit for guts in a situation like this even if his top advisers military commanders uh 
secretary gates uh cia director panetta his national security adviser tom donnelly if they all say you know 
what good idea let's do it we got good actionable intelligence in the end it's up to the commander-in-chief to 
sign off on a risky decision like this he did and in fact it worked out peter king chairman of the house 
homeland security go ahead congressman i was going to say 
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go ahead congressman i was going to say if it had not worked nobody would have heard about panetta or 
gates of donlin it would have been the president's fault absolutely credit for working he certainly does all right 
uh congressman king uh we'll continue our conversation with you stand by i want to show our viewers our 
live pictures coming in from outside the white house a lot of folks have come to pennsylvania avenue outside 


the north gate of the white house they're cheering they're celebrating word of mouth this has now been going 
on for a while the crowds are not getting thinner they're getting bigger and bigger and bigger even though it's 
now after 1am here on the east coast of the united states similar crowds are gathering at ground zero in new 
york right now in case you missed it the president made the announcement just a little while ago at the white 
house i'll play this little excerpt of what the president said today at my direction the united states launched a 
targeted operation against that compound in a badabad pakistan a small team of americans carried out the 
operation with extraordinary courage and capability no americans were harmed they took care to avoid 
civilian casualties after a firefight they killed osama bin laden and took custody of his body there's the 
president he made the dramatic announcement at the white house later on if you missed it later we'll play 
that full statement for you of what the president said give the full context obviously they worked very very 
hard making sure that every word every word was precise precisely what the president and his top advisors 
wanted to say knowing this could go down as the most important statement that the president has made 
since the most important statement that this president will make in a first term if he's reelected in a second 
term because millions of americans wanted to hear those words bin laden is dead justice has been served 
let's go to jason carroll over at ground zero 
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to jason carroll over at ground zero in new york uh big crowd over there jason well the crowd keeps growing 
with every passing minute it's absolutely incredible people coming down here once you get a sense of what 
it's like down here at ground zero people bringing flags and all of a sudden you'll hear chairs you hear people 
singing god bless america chants of usa it's it's really like a celebration that just keeps growing and growing i 
want to introduce you to someone right now this is bob gibson bob is a retired new york city police officer and 
in fact his son is also a police officer this night holds special significance for you you lost people people that 
you know on 9 11 tell me why this night is significant for you because i never thought this night would come 
that we would actually capture or kill bin laden and thank the lord he's he's been eliminated shall we say 
politely i think a lot of people get feel like you do i think a lot of people especially new york feel like this night 
this day would never come obviously you feel that way as well i see people nodding behind you yeah oh yes 
right for years i said it it will happen it will happen and it never happened a lot of us finally gave up but it did 
come and like everybody else here overjoyed it happened that it did get here i know one of the families 
released a statement basically saying that they finally now feel a sense of closure i know that word closure is 
thrown out many many times uh but on a night like tonight do you feel a sense of closure uh yes i we're still 
feeling pity for the families that lost loved ones but i do feel a sense of closure you know i think one thing that 
is that is striking to a lot of people here is that i think a lot of people never thought that we would see a 
celebration 
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thought that we would see a celebration taking place down at ground zero but we are we do have the 
celebration and i want to say thank god we do every celebration and i think i want to bring in this gentleman 
over here as well uh sir tell me about yourself you're also a new york city with the new york city fire 
department tell me about why this this night is significant for you i'm actually retired from the fire department 
from long elements from 9 11. so this is very important to me it's changed my life horrible ways but today is 
great it's unbelievable it's come to justice and the 343 brothers that we lost here will all Know that they didn't 
die in vain you know i heard one woman as i was coming up here as i was walking up and i we heard the 
chance of celebration she said it feels surreal to see people celebrating down here but it is in some in a 
sense a cause for celebration for some of us how do you feel well it's an act of war and it is a celebration 
because it's a war that i feel we just won and like i said it brings justice to the 343 brothers that we lost on 
that day and that's why i'm down here to let them know that justice has been is this a night that you ever 
thought that you would see happened after the first few months that we did that we didn't get to him that we 
never would and i'm extremely happy today extremely happy it's bringing me to tears i can't i can't even 
explain the well i think a lot of people have the same feelings that you do as well tonight sir so thank you very 
much for joining us really appreciate that wolf and that's what we're really experiencing as we come down 


here more and more people just keep coming down to this particular site it's incredible i mean again people 
bringing flags people singing god bless america people chanting it's really a sense of celebration and i think 
a lot of people never thought that this would be the time this would be the type of place where you would see 
people actually celebrating at the site of ground zero wolf they've waited almost 10 years for 
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wolf they've waited almost 10 years for this moment for the world to know that bin laden is dead especially 
new yorkers they are moved beyond words right now jason i think that's fair to say i want to come back to 
you i want to hear more from these people who have gathered at ground zero ed henry is our white house 
correspondent he's over at the north lawn of the white house just few a few feet from you outside the north 
north lawn gate the fence over there a lot of people have gathered where you are set the scene for those 
viewers and who may just be tuning in wolf as we were being called back to the white house to come to work 
late on this sunday evening and the news started spreading about the president about to announce to the 
world that osama bin laden had been killed people started coming here to the white house just 
spontaneously outside the northwest gate behind me over my right shoulder as you say it started small they 
were chanting usa then it started growing and growing i saw dozens of people and i still can see dozens of 
people this way just heard some fireworks in fact going off down on pennsylvania avenue a few hundred feet 
away from where this crowd is uh and they they just have also been spontaneously singing uh the star- 
spangled banner uh and and the the contrast as our colleague john king was saying that on 9 11 outside the 
northwest gate into lafayette park which that crowd of about 40 people from a couple of hours ago is now 
well into the thousands as they look out there stretches across lafayette park a large park here here in 
washington d.c as many of our viewers know now appears to be pretty full stark comparison to 9 11 when as 
john king was noting that was where white house aides and the white house press corps were forced out by 
the secret service thinking a plane was headed here to to hit the white house on 9 11. and now instead we're 
seeing instead of the horror the shock of that day just pure euphoria uh students from george washington 
university georgetown other universities 
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university georgetown other universities here tourists from around the united states around the world who 
happen to be here pouring into the streets of washington coming here to outside the white house gates it 
appears now that that and look at this overhead shot we have as well in addition to that shot i believe we 
have an overhead shot to give you a sense of the crowd now it appears the lights in the white house 
residents uh are are out it appears that maybe the first family has finally gone to sleep but i can tell you how 
loud this crowd has been now for well over two three hours you can guarantee the first family has been 
hearing these chants not just of usa usa but a few moments ago i heard this crowd chanting yes we can yes 
we can that chant we're so familiar with from 2008 in the campaign there's another campaign coming up now 
uh just over a year from now this is going to be looked through the political prism at some point as we get 
closer to that election but on this night the chance of usa usa nothing i believe to do with politics just pure 
euphoria americans coming out in the streets of washington to celebrate this night wolf you know it's 
interesting ed as we look back the president made it clear that they they've been considering this operation 
not just for hours not just for days but maybe even longer than that for a few weeks they've gotten some uh 
indications about what this mansion and abadabad 60 miles or 100 kilometers or so outside of islamabad the 
pakistani capital that it may be a suspicious compound there was no internet service there there they were 
looking at it they were coordinating obviously with elements of the pakistani government they have to be very 
careful because u.s officials as you Know ed many of our viewers know u.s officials are suspicious of some 
elements of the pakistani government including in the pakistani intelligence community so this was a 
carefully coordinated operation but but there was no indication at all we got no hints whatsoever over the 
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all we got no hints whatsoever over the past few weeks that anything was in the works as far as bin laden 
was concerned says a lot about this administration that they could keep a secret like this it does as david 
gergen was noting earlier it clearly shows that this national security team is working pretty darn well together 
let's not forget just a few days ago the president revamped that team and a lot of people maybe were saying 
well there's a lot of familiar faces not a lot of big changes well that continuity may be a good thing as you 
think about this ongoing struggle against terrorism the bottom line is leon panetta moving from the cia which 
appears to have done a a an amazing job here in carrying out this operation so carefully uh in keeping the 
sensitive intelligence a secret as you noted wolfe leon panetta now moving over uh has at least has been 
nominated still has to be confirmed by the senate uh but to replace bob gates as the defense secretary he's 
had don donald on board now as national security adviser he's been deep in this we're told by senior officials 
that the president was involved in five national security council meetings with tom donald secretary of state 
clinton and others as well as vice president biden we should note as well a former senate foreign relations 
chairman a key advisor this president five national security council meetings in march and april that were 
kept quiet uh kept quiet from us in the media as they worked very carefully behind the scenes uh you're right 
they didn't want it in the u.s media they didn't want to share it perhaps with pakistani officials who could have 
tipped off al qaeda that the u.s was zeroing in on this and one other quick piece of information we've just 
gotten from senior u.s officials that compound outside islamabad pakistan uh we've first cnn first reported 
that it was a mansion a million dollar home uh us officials are now saying that even though it was a it was a 
mansion as you noted it had no internet service no no uh telephone service undoubtedly to try and escape 
detection but also it had 12 to 18 foot walls with barbed wire on the top a compound 
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with barbed wire on the top a compound osama milan was in clearly trying to stay safe and secure but this 
u.s team got in penetrated it and killed osama bin laden amazing amazing story ed henry standby we're 
going to get back to you soon let me show our viewers these live pictures we're getting from new york city uh 
times square uh all of a sudden uh on you see people gathering in times square which is fully appropriate 
that's where people in manhattan gather especially on a special occasion like this that's on the right on the 
left you can see uh the ground zero that's where people are gathering at ground zero right now as well a 
dramatic moment as well at ground zero no one could have anticipated how quickly this would all unfold 
once once this operation unfolded and they got word not only that the military operation was successful but 
they got confirmation that the person who was killed at least one of the persons was killed was a six foot four 
individual named osama bin laden uh they confirmed he's dead they did all the forensic work they have 
retrieved the body uh and now they will make sure uh that uh they they do what is absolutely essential to 
protect any fallout from this that's why i want to bring in gene reserve our homeland security correspondent 
we know that there is a heightened state of alert as a precaution at various u.s installations around the world 
what are you learning gene well of course the great concer concern retribution from al qaeda or a 
sympathizer or an affiliate at the white house officials there are acknowledging that there is this possibility 
they say there is no specific threat information at this point in time but they are taking every reasonable 
precaution domestically as well as internationally we know that in new york for example the new york city 
police commissioner ray kelly sent out a message to all commands asking them to be on alert in the wake of 
this announcement 
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alert in the wake of this announcement of bin laden's death we know that in philadelphia the police are 
stepping up patrols around moss and synagogues checking them on an hourly basis we have not heard 
anything yet from the department of homeland security but a former dhs official tells me that they have had 
plans on the shelf for some time that they could pull off in the event of bin laden's death that would involve 
heightened protections around transportation hubs critical infrastructure and the like this official stresses 
however that this isn't just about protective measures that there also is going to be a big step up in 
intelligence and intelligence gathering bin laden he points out has had 10 years to prepare for this eventuality 
and there's been some belief in the u.s government that he may have deployed people here that he may 


have sleeper cells in position here in the united states who would on his death be triggered into action so you 
can imagine that the intelligence community is going to be looking very hard at people who are already on 
their radar and they will be looking additionally for others the big concern that these may be lone wolves 
those people are much harder to detect than people who are working in groups another thing that's been 
pointed out to me by a couple of officials is the question of succession what happens now as strange as it 
may sound there's been some stability under osama bin laden there's been some knowledge of what to 
expect with his death what happens to the organization and with its affiliates does it become more radical do 
things become even less stable than they have been thus far those are some of the things that they're 
concerned and worried about this evening wolf but remember it was only about a week or two ago that janet 
napolitano the homeland security secretary she changed the color coding from all the various orange and 
yellows now there are two there are basically two categories have they gone up to a higher level of alert as a 
result of this out of an abundance of caution 
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out of an abundance of caution we have seen absolutely no indication that they are doing that at this point in 
time they also did say however when they announced that new uh threat warning system that there would be 
instances where the public would not be aware of what they were doing that it might go out specifically to law 
enforcement or to certain sectors either geographic or in terms of infrastructure that we might not be 
informed but we've heard nothing tonight that would indicate that they're moving the threat level uh but we 
have seen these indications that uh that additional measures are being taken certainly by local authorities 
though no official word yet from dhs wolf yeah and uh no official word from any of bin laden's associates over 
there any al qaeda operatives confirming or denying or saying anything at least not yet the standby gene 
peter bergen is here our national security contributor someone who was actually interviewed bin laden back 
in the 1990s we got a picture of you and bin laden do you anticipate that what's left of al-qaeda the classical 
al-qaeda not al-qaeda in the arabian peninsula al qaeda in north africa and qaeda and asia you know the 
splinter groups the the original al-qaeda will we hear from them at some point i think we'll hear from them 
very quickly you know in in islamic uh um sort of practice for a start you rec uh you bury the body very 
quickly uh and you also recognize the death very quickly i would you say bury the body quickly i assume 
they're gonna do a full autopsy uh to see if he did have the kidney problems what issues he might have had 
they're not gonna just bury him right away they're also going to do a dna dna match with other members of 
the family that they've collected dna from i mean they'll also take photographs of them and publish them as 
they did within the case of uday and kusey who's saying that they actually see bin laden's dead face i'm sure 
he will just we saw zakari's face after he died i mean we have to have photographic evidence we have to 
have dna matches the autopsy but there is in islam the body has to be buried in 24 hours that will happen um 
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that will happen um i think that uh there will be reprisals not necessarily from al qaeda itself although they'll 
try uh but also in pakistan you know uh bin laden retained some popularity his popularity has been receding 
in recent years down from a you know sort of 60 percent to maybe a 20 level in recent polling uh but i think 
we will see protests in the streets of pakistan and some violence against the united states against uh 
american and also western targets don't forget of course the united states is not the only country that's 
involved in this uh the largest british terrorist attack in british history was carried out by al-qaeda on july 7 
2005. al qaeda has attacked in many other countries so uh of course the united states is the main target but 
there are other subsidiary targets for al qaeda and its affiliates a lot of people will feel uh the necessity to try 
and uh you know create some kind of reprisal against soft american targets american embassies are pretty 
hard but if you're an american express office around the world or or something that's lightly defended uh 
tomorrow could be a pretty nasty day where there's a al qaeda you know uh presence we're showing our 
viewers the video from go tv in pakistan that's that mansion that compound in a badabad where the u.s 
special operations forces went in navy seals among others they went in by helicopter and they killed bin 
laden peter you want to make a point yeah i mean i've been up in this area uh quite interesting it is um it's 
sort of near a resort area called murray uh it's quite hilly uh it's up towards azad kashmir which is the so- 


called free part of kashmir where a lot of militant groups that are associated with al-qaeda have had a 
presence and i and other people have said was would it be possible that bin laden might be up in this 
kashmir area along with other places that we've speculated about the pakistani tribal regions one thing i do 
want to say uh wolf adding to what you said about the danger of this mission about about is a pretty long way 
from any american uh sort of facility where you can get a helicopter the closest ones would be in afghanistan 
well you know there are about 200 u.s special forces in afghanistan in pakistan as of february not necessarily 
in 
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as of february not necessarily in islamabad but around the country but with helicopters um that's yeah these 
would have had to come from afghanistan i think that's what i have in terms of hold on a minute because i 
want to bring gloria borger into this conversation gloria you're doing reporting for us what are you learning 
well uh first of all i want to give you some reporting wolf from our senior congressional correspondent dana 
bash she is reporting that a source of familiar with the operation confirms that indeed osama bin laden was 
shot in the head during the u.s raid according to a briefing that this source received the source would not go 
into the details of the others were killed except to say that the operation was conducted very carefully not to 
harm women and children so that we do know that indeed he was shot in the head one other thing wolf that 
that is very interesting to me for those of us who have been covering the debate of how much intelligence the 
detainees have given the administration about the whereabouts of osama bin laden and his top lieutenants in 
this briefing given by administration officials it is clear to me uh that detainees were the ones who flagged for 
us the people who have been providing direct help to osama bin laden and his lieutenants in particular one 
courier had been had been named they were given his nickname and they were not able to identify his real 
identity four years ago wolf this gives you some sense about how long they've been working on this four 
years ago they actually identified his real name but it was only two years ago that they could identify exactly 
the area where this courier and his brother were operating then it took them longer to find out exactly where 
they were living by august 2010 


01:24:02 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=lpMUWcpx_Qo&t=5042s 





where they were living by august 2010 they found the residence and it was um it was where we know now 
that this that this so-called mansion was so you get a sense really of how long and arduous this process was 
and also of the importance of the intelligence information that has been provided by the detainees very 
important fascinating details gloria and i know we're going to be getting a lot more of these details of how the 
operation unfold unfolded what we in the journalistic community call the tick tock uh the the second by 
second moment by moment operation you're gonna be seeing a lot of that hearing a lot about that here on 
cnn certainly reading a lot about it uh elsewhere as well i'm sure all the details will come out except except 
for what's really classified that don't want to do anything that would undermine national security sources and 
methods that could further undermine future operations so they'll they'll release what we call sanitized 
versions but a lot of these details are just beginning to come out gloria stand by for a moment david gergen 
is with us our senior political analyst as well who's worked for four american presidents appreciates the 
history david of what's going on right now uh you know we sort of throw that word out a lot at historic moment 
i dare say this is truly truly an historic moment it is an historic moment wolf and and many there on time 
square reciting the idea that it's almost as if tonight we we want a war uh and we've been in a long struggle 
this osama bin laden was not only the most hated man by most americans since hitler but he was also the 
most hunted man in the world and we've been after this such a long time and i think it's bringing out this 
sentimentally relief but a celebration that we finally won one and this is a night uh for president obama it's the 
best night of his presidency we're going to hear more and more about obama got osama 
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obama got osama uh but within the next few days as we get into this tick tock there are a lot of questions that 
have been raised by the reporting glorious report just added to this peter bergens report about what 
happened what really happened in pakistan it appears that at least since august that's nine months ago 
osama's been living uh in this compound this mansion and since the mansion is where glory reported earlier 
was built five or six years ago eight or nine times bigger than anything else around the signs point to the idea 
that it was built for him he may have been there for several years if he's been there for that long a time is 
there any doubt that people that officials in pakistan must have known and must have sat on that that the 
united states had to find this out on its own and only at the last minute got the cooperation of the pakistanis 
for which a president thanked the pakistanis tonight but they're going to be a lot of questions here how long 
was osama there and how long did a lot of some people in pakistan actually know he was there good 
questions although we must point out david the president did give a shout out and a an expression of 
appreciation to president zardari of pakistan for the assistance provided to the united states it took guts i 
must say on president zardari's part because bin laden has a base of support not only within pakistan but 
within his own establishment whether the intelligence community the military or other elements of pakistan's 
government so president zardari got got that vote of confidence from the president of the united states let's 
not forget that very very important that the president did that and i do think it will help with the strained 
relations but i think in the background of this the subtext of this story is going to be how long has he been 
there and by the way can you imagine anybody going into a hearing to become next secretary of defense in 
a better position of the empanada they're going to crown him unanimously consent on that confirmation as 
secretary of defense all right david stand by for a moment we've got a lot more to take we'll hear 
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we've got a lot more to take we'll hear from the president of the united states john king is standing by over at 
the magic map he's going to show us precisely what happened celebrations are continuing not only outside 
the white house but at ground zero in new york city we've got live pictures from the white house live pictures 
from new york city we're going to go to afghanistan got a live reporter on the scene over there our coverage i 
must Say is only just beginning stay with us this is cnn breaking news it's red lobster's festival of shrimp for 
just 11.99 combine two of our most tempting shrimp selections any way you like from favorites like crab 
stuffed shrimp to special new creations like barbecue glazed shrimp or potato crusted shrimp create your 
own combination with unlimited cheddar bay biscuits all for just 11.99 during the festival of shrimp get more 
of the shrimp you love in more irresistible new ways for a limited time at red lobster if you go out of your way 
to fly with an airline does that airline go out of its way to reward you it should because loyalty is a two-way 
street and when one side gives the other has to give back dedicated redcoat customer service more first- 
class upgrades miles that don't expire this isn't benevolence this is our business and the next time an airline 
asks for yours ask them first what they've done to deserve it oh let's do this look who's early prepare to ace 
your dental checkup fight plaque and gingivitis and invigorate your way to better checkups new crest pro 
health invigorating clean rinse edmunds.com says that lexus holds its value better than any other luxury 
brand intellichoice proclaims that lexus has 
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intellichoice proclaims that lexus has the best overall value of any brand and jb power and associates ranks 
lexus the highest in customer satisfaction no wonder more people have chosen lexus over any other luxury 
brand 11 years in a row see your lexus dealer [Music] stand frank good night desperate for nighttime 
heartburn relief for many nexium helps relieve heartburn symptoms caused by acid reflux disease talk to 
your doctor about your risk for osteoporosis related bone fractures if you take multiple daily doses of nexium 
for a long time possible side effects include headache diarrhea and abdominal pain other serious stomach 
conditions may still exist talk to your doctor about nexium if you can't afford your medication astrazeneca 
may be able to help well i basically started noticing my hair loss a couple years ago so i started using real 
gain foam only rogaine foam is shown to regrow hair and 85 percent of guys it just brought about a lot of 
confidence try new unscented rogaine foam learn more at rogaine.com to the seekers of things which are 
one of a kind the authentic the rare the hard to define to those who climb mountains or sail across seas for 


the perfect vanilla or honey from bees to the lovers of orchards where simple is grown who treat every bite 
as a world of its own to those always searching for what's pure and what's real from we who believe we know 
just how you feel [Music] haagen-dazs [Applause] all right that was at the new york mets philadelphia phillies 
game when they got the word that bin laden is dead 
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the word that bin laden is dead the crowd erupting with you could hear the cheering usa usa usa we're 
hearing that all over the country certainly hearing it outside the white house on pennsylvania avenue outside 
the north gate of the white house those are live pictures on the left part of your screen on the right part of 
your screen at ground zero no more sense in the spot as we approach the 10th anniversary of 9 11 the 
crowds have gathered in lower manhattan as well it's now past 1 30 a.m here on the east coast of the united 
states and the crowds are only getting bigger and bigger at the white house at ground zero elsewhere folks 
are just coming up and they're celebrating bin laden is dead so many americans thought they would probably 
maybe not be able to celebrate uh as they are right now but it was almost exactly about two hours or so ago 
when the president of the united states walked into the east room of the white house and made the 
announcement today at my direction the united states launched a targeted operation against that compound 
in a badabad pakistan a small team of americans carried out the operation with extraordinary courage and 
capability no americans were harmed they took care to avoid civilian casualties after a firefight they killed 
osama bin laden and took custody of his body that was the president later on we'll be replaying the entire 
statement that he made chris lawrence is our man over at the pentagon he's got details of how the operation 
unfolded for those viewers chris who may just be tuning in here in the united states or around the world this 
was a very very risky dangerous military operation yeah exactly wolf and we mean we may never know the 
names of some of these intelligence and special forces uh operators who conducted this mission but they 
certainly undertook incredible risk to 
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certainly undertook incredible risk to get this mission done and when you hear some of the fascinating 
intelligence details of how this came together you come away somewhat with the perception that in some 
ways osama bin laden may have been the architect of his own destruction in that he built a highly secure 
isolated compound but because it was isolated he had to use couriers to get information and supplies in and 
out and ultimately it was those couriers who would be his downfall as gloria borgia reported just a few 
minutes ago the intelligence action on this really started years ago but it really came to a head in january 
that's when the u.s found out that indeed uh osama bin laden may be located in a compound in pakistan by 
february they determined that the intelligence was good enough to take action and by march the president 
started to convene some national security council meetings with high level officials the last of which were 
held just about a week and a half to two weeks ago now when this operation went down and what they were 
learning this courier and his brother who lived in this million dollar mansion had no real discernible amount of 
means of income in other words how do these two people afford a compound that's eight times bigger than 
anything around it in a very affluent area and then you start to look at the compound the terrorists had a 
seven foot wall around it it had interior walls some of the outside walls were 12 to 18 feet where other 
residents around them would take their trash out on the street these residents burned their trash and for a 
million dollar mansion it had no cell or internet service all of these were clues to some of the intelligence 
officials that something wasn't right they determined to the best of their ability that their assessment was this 
was built specifically to house and harbor a high value target and as they worked that 
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target and as they worked that information they determined that yes they believed it was osama bin laden his 
youngest wife and some of his children that were living there as well when the assault came down they 
looked at it and said this is it and when the word came down and president obama gave the okay for this elite 
team that of the u.s operators which included some special operations units or members to go in and try to 


take that compound they apparently practiced how to do it beforehand because when this compound was 
built it was very isolated it was towards the outskirts but in the meantime over the previous five years other 
homes had been built around it so now you've got a situation where there potentially could be vast civilian 
casualties so they practice this operation to try to minimize those civilian casualties when they eventually 
went in they went in during a helicopter drop coming in through helicopters coming into this compound from 
what we're hearing from officials is that osama bin laden did resist and our uh congressional correspondent 
dana bash is hearing from her sources uh that it came down to a fire fight and osama bin laden was shot in 
the head during this fire fight in which the u.s forces were able to take possession of his body wolf we know 
chris that the u.s government had a 25 million dollar reward for the arrest the capture of the killing of bin 
laden do we know if anyone is eligible for that i that i don't know wolf you know again it goes back to the fact 
that you know when these intelligence and these these special operations forces they volunteer for this very 
dangerous duty that's true but from all accounts this was a highly dangerous mission that they the the 
security around this area was called extraordinary so the risk that some of these that this 
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so the risk that some of these that this small team of uh u.s operators took to try to accomplish this mission 
again because they're in the intelligence field their special operations we don't know we might not see their 
faces we may never hear personally their stories but they obviously took great risk to uh to get this job 
accomplished they certainly did and mission was was in fact accomplished we'll probably find out if 
somebody a pakistani or somebody else within a billions inner circle ever did provide the initial information 
leading to the capture the killing of bin laden uh chris stand by for a moment uh john king is over at the magic 
wall for us john the location of this so-called mansion about 60 miles or 100 kilometers outside of the 
pakistani capital of islamabad it's significant walk us through this significant wolf in part because how many 
times how many times of the last 10 years have the pakistani government officials told us no osama bin 
laden is here in afghanistan how many times if the afghanistan officials tell us no he's somewhere here was 
ariston perhaps in the mountainous region here it turns out tonight let's take a closer look and we'll measure 
measure it out for you as we zoom in turns out where was he about 120 miles to the east of the afghanistan 
border waziristan one of the places the tribal regions where it was said so often osama bin laden is probably 
hiding here instead no 120 miles to the east 30 miles north of islamabad and let's take a closer look at this 
town abadabad we'll take a closer look as we come in and you see somewhere in the ballpark of a million 
people you see it's pretty highly developed here a lot of tight very closely in residential areas you come up 
here and you look up here a lot of educational institutions here i want to bring you in on a location here this is 
where we are told tonight somewhere right in this area here people are saying is where this played out you 
see a large complex here you see other large complexes here you see a lot of building here walled off areas 
residential complexes within walled off big complex here and then chris lawrence was just saying they were 
worried about civilian casualties because of other development around this is one of the places we are 
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around this is one of the places we are told to look tonight we don't have an exact location yet but this is the 
area and i want to just shrink this down a little bit and just show you again bring up the terrain of this town it's 
in a mountain valley you see around here around the outskirts there are mountains around the outskirts you 
come into a valley it's a city of about a million people again just look at this highly dense population up in 
here wolf but as we look into this here not in the mountains not in afghanistan not in a cave in waziri stand 
but in a very highly developed highly populated area we are told is where this special operation played out it 
would be fascinating to get more of the details in just how they did this but you can see right in here if this if 
the seals went into an area like this what a high-stakes high-risk operation to try to capture and ultimately to 
kill osama bin laden and if they and if they go in by helicopter they come down on on ropes from the 
helicopter you can only imagine how vulnerable those navy seals might have been john go back and show 
us the big picture because i want our viewers to get a sense of how far from the afghan border in the uss a 
lot of military personnel more than a hundred thousand troops in afghanistan right now if those helicopters 
did in fact come from a u.s base in afghanistan they would have had a a nice journey there give us the big 


picture once again absolutely u.s military installations on this side of the border in afghanistan again for the 
past 10 years as we have asked the question of presidents of cia directors of anybody in the united states 
government and of people in the afghan and pakistan governments where is osama bin laden the answer 
has usually been somewhere in this ballpark here u.s military installations here you mentioned 100 000 plus 
troops the president himself and we are now told by sources launching this operation not telling the 
government of pakistan only telling them after the operation took place u.s bases here coming across the 
border and again let's measure out exactly what we're talking about is you watch you zoom in here and you 
come off and then we hit the measure and you see exactly where we're talking about 120 miles once they 
came over the border wolf 120 miles in you're 30 miles north of the capital of 
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you're 30 miles north of the capital of pakistan right in here this takes out again for years we have focused 
over here the tribal areas the cave areas the ungovernable areas of pakistan but instead it turns out osama 
bin laden was living in a large city this is not a suburb this is a city of about a hundred thousand i'm sorry of 
about a million people when you come into it here and you come in you see how densely populated it is a 
very different kind of operation that for years people have talked about finding bin laden in a cave finding bin 
laden in a remote area finding bin laden protected by tribes up in the hills no in fact it turns out bin laden was 
hiding in a very densely populated area and again we are told to look at a complex something like this 
somewhere in this ballpark over here we are told tonight one of the focus of the operations and you can see 
some of the walls you can see large spaces but you can also see all around it all around it densely populated 
areas which shows you the risks that any of the elite forces that went in looking for not only risks of the 
firefight that we know took place but risks of civilian casualties and again a very bold decision by the 
president united states to launch this operation and tell the pakistani government after the fact that u.s 
special forces were right here on the ground wolf yep it's as as if the president says he got that 3am phone 
call and he uh whether it was 3 a.m or whatever time it was and he made the decision it was a gutsy decision 
as you point out to go ahead and give the authorization as commander-in-chief to launch this operation john 
excellent uh presentation standby for a moment uh because i want to bring in uh to show our viewers what's 
going on at the white house at ground zero these pictures folks are still gathering even though it's now 
approaching 2 a.m here on the east coast they're gathering and celebrating the death of osama bin laden 
nick payton walsh is our correspondent in kabul afghanistan nick you're getting more information from 
sources there as well tell our viewers in the united states and around the world what you're learning well 
president i think we have two conflicting uh viewpoints here pakistani 
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conflicting uh viewpoints here pakistani senior intelligence official i've spoken to has made it clear that were 
pakistani intelligence operatives on the ground during this operation which seemed to be honest to the other 
side of the coin completely conflict with what our sources are hearing in washington i think it's obvious why 
the pakistanis would want to show they were involved in this that's to preempt accusations of collusion that 
perhaps some part of the pakistani intelligence establishment which is pretty all pervasive frankly in pakistan 
may have known that bin laden had been hiding there for a long time i think it's also interesting to point out 
where this compound appears to have been based in a big bustling pakistani city now just bear in mind a lot 
of the uh recent taliban activity has been in the southern city of karachi it seems as though the taliban have 
been moving away from those tribal areas where the drone strikes can easily pick them off and have been 
very successful of laser views speak to some american officials be moving to larger cities so they can hide in 
the bustling population so hearing that binary was not in karachi the kind of harbor of taliban but in another 
bustling city hiding somewhere else that's not enormously surprising but i think we're going to see really the 
pakistanis having to explain how they were involved in this operation in the coming hours it would to me be 
enormously surprising given the sheer breakdown of trust in the last few months between washington and 
islamabad given what they've been saying to each other about drone strikes about intelligence cooperation 
here which apparently had been on hold for quite some time we shouldn't forget according to a senior 
pakistani official i've spoken to um that it really would have been remarkably strange for the americans the 


full scope of this hit this uh this operation with them prior to launching it you know nick a lot of americans will 
now say uh mission accomplished bin laden is dead it's time to pull out of afghanistan the united states as 
you know has a hundred thousand troops in afghanistan uh that the troops are scheduled to start 
withdrawing at least at a modest level later this this year uh this summer uh all those troops are supposed to 
be out by the end of 2014 but i suspect uh given the the death of bin laden a lot of americans say well it's 
time to leave and move on 
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say well it's time to leave and move on uh have pa have afghan officials expressed any concern to you that 
uh maybe the appetite for a prolonged u.s military stay in afghanistan may be going away i think they're 
already concerned before this frankly i do think there's part of the karzai administration here that does not 
want to see us sort of hear a rushing sound there's a sucking sound as the american forces pull away from 
here in the next coming years we haven't spoken to them today but i can definitely say there'll be two 
narratives from this the first one will be with bin laden dead the al qaeda threat is the kind of the story of that 
as it were has come to an end so yes as you say we can begin to start drawing down here but that leaves 
the whole nation building question unanswered and obviously the reason why afghanistan became a haven 
for al qaeda in the first place was because it was a failed state under the taliban so there'll be an alternative 
narrative in this too saying that we need to stay here finish the job and be sure that the new al-qaeda if one 
emerges after bin laden's death perhaps a regenerated or a different generation of leaders may be uh that 
they don't seek to come back here and use afghanistan as a base to launch attacks on the us nick peyton 
walsh in uh in kabul for us a stand by fran townsend is our national security contributor the former homeland 
security adviser to president bush uh a friend uh you know even earlier uh u.s intelligence officials were 
saying there may be 100 or 200 al qaeda operatives left in afghanistan not with bin laden dead you will fully 
and the fact that the us is spending about 2 billion dollars a week 100 billion plus a year in afghanistan the 
pressure no doubt will mount on the of the president to start withdrawing even more rapidly than he may 
have anticipated yeah i i think that's right wolf is as a political matter but let's just be clear i mean i think we 
need to put this in context that bin laden is dead does not mean the war against terrorism is over um we've 
been fighting these fractured cells we've seen government the u.s government military and intelligence 
officials 
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and intelligence officials deployed around the world to continue to track these networks they are nowhere 
near as dangerous bin laden was an inspiration for recruiting and financing and weapons and all those things 
so by no means are these other cells as nearly as dangerous as he is but we will continue to have to fight in 
in chaotic places especially where we know uh that bin laden and al qaeda had really been attracted whether 
that's yemen or somalia uh the mali mauritania border we saw this recent bombing in marrakech and 
morocco and so the the war on terror is not over this is a significant victory though wolf it's something that 
americans have been waiting for for a very very long time dare i say many americans for at least almost 10 
years and so many others going back to the 90s 93 the bombing of the first world trade center peter bergen 
is here he wants to weigh in as well peter the people we're only beginning to digest what this will mean for 
the us military operation in afghanistan the nato operation if you will well you know there was big concerns in 
afghanistan i was there in december about uh president obama's initial announcement that we would be 
drawing down in a significant way in july 2011. you may recall in november in lisbon president obama 
announced rather different policy that we would be there really in strength until december 2014. i think a lot 
of afghans breathed a huge sign of relief they know the afghan army is so weak they know the afghan 
government is still weak they're looking for uh you know the capacity to build up the afghan army so that it 
can you know keep the taliban at bay uh so that the taliban doesn't bring back not only al qaeda but lots of 
other islamist terrorist groups that were embedded with the taliban when they controlled afghanistan so that's 
so we're just going to begin to appreciate what's going on i think in the days to come we'll fully appreciate the 


nature of what this means for the overall mission in afghanistan cooperation with pakistan and all of that uh 
peter thanks very much those are those are live pictures by the way from outside the white house the north 
lawn 
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outside the white house the north lawn of the white house on pennsylvania avenue where folks have 
gathered even as we approach 2 a.m here on the east coast they've got the flags they're screaming they're 
shouting they're celebrating usa usa usa that's here in washington dc outside the white house in new york 
city they're celebrating as well especially down at ground zero uh at the site of what was the world trade 
center uh nearly 10 years ago cnn's jason carroll is on the scene for us are folks beginning to leave are they 
still showing up jason oh no sign of leaving at all wolf imean more and more people keep coming down here 
to ground zero they're playing bagpipes in fact i ran into one of my co-workers she was at a restaurant 
nearby she told me that when the announcement came on the television people went silent all of a sudden 
people started handing out american flags they've been bringing them down here they've been chanting and 
more and more people are coming down here i want to get some of the stories that we've been hearing 
about because obviously now that we've heard about what's happening people are coming down here to 
reflect they're coming down here wolf to celebrate i want to introduce you to anita valerie and ronaldo now 
you have a very special this is a very special night for you because you remember when it all happened back 
on 9 11. yes we were here working in the area this is our community we watch the planes hit the buildings 
we watch the people jump out the windows we watch people flee in the area and the day after 9-1-1 we still 
reported to work we still had to come into the area watch to clean up see the cleanup we had to do our work 
within the community was to bring wall street circuits back up bring the customers back up as verizon 
workers and each day we watch this we even watching down as they tried to rebuild this is very special to us 
because this now is finally a closure to the families who has lost their loved ones it's a 
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who has lost their loved ones it's a closure for the community this community it's a closure for new york city 
it's a closure for the united states and it's a closure now for the entire world and then valerie ronaldo are you 
feeling that as well are you feeling a sense of closure at this time from what from everything that happened to 
what we see now the world trade center coming back it's definitely closure to people that lost family and 
friends it's just a beautiful feeling and it's amazing that this the obama osama bin laden his death we also 
now was at work for this occasion thank you so much for coming well very quickly i also want to bring in lisa 
and mark wilkie they actually were watching the television saw what was happening decided to come down 
here tonight tell me about what this experience has been like for you because you guys live here in the 
neighborhood right right i think it's just an important part to be part of history and be here and celebrate with 
other new yorkers and people in the united states about the celebration that finally has been captured and 
obviously killed you also heard valerie talk about his sense of closure at this point do you feel more of a 
sense of closure at this time well i'm not sure if i feel a sense of closure yet but it's certainly a celebration 
there's a spontaneous outpouring of emotion maybe perhaps it'll be closer at some point in the future but it's 
certainly nice to come down here and feel sense of community and people sort of rejoicing in what's 
happened tonight i think for a lot of people who are from new york wolf to be able to come down and see how 
their neighborhood has changed how the neighborhood has grown how you've seen ground zero really 
develop over the past few years and then you see something like this happening today that's just got to be 
really an incredible feeling as well yeah it's a great thing for certainly in this neighborhood but for the country 
more importantly that you know perhaps 
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more importantly that you know perhaps we've turned a corner a bit all right we want to thank both of you 
thank you very much for coming down again wolf it's really incredible i know you were saying uh do we get 
any sense of people leaving i wonder what's going to happen as the hours go by and then people start 


waking up and the rush hour starts it's it's the crowd just keeps continuing to grow i want to show you over 
here more and more flags more and more people coming down chanting singing it's it's it's really just sort of 
a sense of a celebration that's happening down here i know you've been experiencing it as well in 
washington d.c at the white house happening here as well down here at ground zero wolf back to you an 
appropriate place i must say jason for folks to celebrate ground zero almost exactly ten years ago in 
september it'll be ten years since those twin towers went down bin laden uh now is down he has been killed 
we also have live pictures want to show you from outside the white house outside of the north gate of the 
white house the northwest gate this is pennsylvania avenue lafayette park you can see the crowds there 
large crowds have gathered we're told a lot of students from george washington university georgetown 
university american university some of the other schools in the area the students coming down they're 
getting ready to end their semesters but they wanted to celebrate many of these students of course 
remember uh what happened almost exactly ten years ago when uh when al-qaeda operatives did what they 
did in new york pennsylvania and right here in washington over at the pentagon gloria borger is watching all 
of this unfold for us gloria rare that a president of the united states can make an announcement like this 
president did i guess it's about three hours ago well it's right wolf and i just literally got off the phone with a 
national security council official who you know described this as one of the best days of his life and i was 
asking about the confirmation about uh the fact that this is indeed osama bin laden's body 
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osama bin laden's body and he made it very clear to me that they have multi confirmations on this and that 
they had the ability to do what he called run images of body and face of osama bin laden i think there's a 
possibility that we may see that at some point but he made it very clear to me that the intelligence community 
knows that osama bin laden is dead and i think that's that's something wolf that we're all just starting to 
absorb this evening thanks very much gloria for that glory doing excellent reporting like all of our reporters 
our analysts uh this story is an historic story uh certainly one all of us will remember for the rest of our lives 
where we were what we were doing when we heard the president of the united states inform us and the 
world that osama bin laden is dead we'll continue our coverage right after this quick break much more 
coming up stay with cnn the reaction only just beginning to pour in this is cnn breaking news [Music] osama 
bin laden the very face of global terror for more than a decade is now dead he was killed by a small group of 
american forces inside pakistan a surgical strike on a man who appears to have been hiding in plain sight in 
a mansion just outside islamabad of innocent men women and children it was nearly 10 years ago that a 
bright september day was darkened by the worst attack on the american people in our history the images of 
911 are seared into our national memory 
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national memory hijacked planes cutting his death was an instant cause for celebration in washington an 
exuberant crowd formed quickly outside the white house singing the national anthem as president barack 
obama made the official announcement it is right now just after two o'clock in the morning in washington and 
those crowds are still outside the white house hello i'm rosemary church and i'm john walls we want to 
welcome our viewers from the united states and around the world to our special coverage news of bin 
laden's death has been flashing around the world for several hours now the bin laden the al-qaeda terror 
chief who masterminded the september 11th attacks on the united states a decade ago was killed during a 
u.s Operation in pakistan his body now in u.s custody u.s president barack obama confirming the dramatic 
news in a rare late-night address broadcast around the world tonight i can report to the american people and 
to the world that the united states has conducted an operation that killed osama bin laden the leader of al 
qaeda and a terrorist who's responsible for the murder of thousands of innocent men women and children it 
was nearly 10 years ago that a bright september day was darkened by the worst attack on the american 
people in our history the images of 911 are seared into our national memory hijacked planes cutting through 
a cloudless september sky the twin towers collapsing to the ground black smoke billowing up from the 
pentagon the wreckage of flight 93 in shanksville pennsylvania where the actions of heroic citizens saved 


even more heartbreak and destruction and yet we know that the worst images are those that were unseen to 
the world the empty seat at the dinner table children who were forced to grow up without their mother or their 
father parents who would never 
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or their father parents who would never know the feeling of their child's embrace nearly 3 000 citizens taken 
from us leaving a gaping hole in our hearts on september 11th 2001 in our time of grief the american people 
came together we offered our neighbors a hand and we offered the wounded our blood we reaffirmed our 
ties to each other and our love of community and country on that day no matter where we came from what 
god we prayed to or what race or ethnicity we were we were united as one american family we were also 
united in our resolve to protect our nation and to predict to bring those who committed this vicious attack to 
justice we quickly learned that the 9 11 attacks were carried out by al qaeda an organization headed by 
osama bin laden which had openly declared war on the united states and was committed to killing innocents 
in our country and around the globe and so we went to war against al qaeda to protect our citizens our 
friends and our allies over the last 10 years thanks to the tireless and heroic work of our military and our 
counterterrorism professionals we've made great strides in that effort we've disrupted terrorist attacks and 
strengthened our homeland defense in afghanistan we removed the taliban government which had given bin 
laden and al qaeda safe haven and support and around the globe we worked with our friends and allies to 
capture or kill scores of al-qaeda terrorists including several who were a part of the 9 11 plot yet osama bin 
laden avoided capture and escaped across the afghan border into pakistan meanwhile al qaeda continued to 
operate from along that border and operate through its affiliates across 
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operate through its affiliates across the world and so shortly after taking office i directed leon panetta the 
director of the cia to make the killing or capture of bin laden the top priority of our war against al qaeda even 
as we continued our broader efforts to disrupt dismantle and defeat his network then last august after years 
of painstaking work by our intelligence community i was briefed on a possible lead to bin laden it was far 
from certain and it took many months to run this thread to ground i met repeatedly with my national security 
team as we developed more information about the possibility that we had located bin laden hiding within a 
compound deep inside pakistan and finally last week i determined that we had enough intelligence to take 
action and authorized an operation to get osama bin laden and bring him to justice today at my direction the 
united states launched a targeted operation against that compound in abadabad pakistan a small team of 
americans carried out the operation with extraordinary courage and capability no americans were harmed 
they took care to avoid civilian casualties after a firefight they killed osama bin laden and took custody of his 
body for over two decades bin laden has been al qaeda's leader and symbol and has continued to plot 
attacks against our country and our friends and allies the death of bin laden marks the most significant 
achievement to date in our nation's effort to defeat al qaeda okay let's see where all of this took place not in 
the wilds of pakistan as many thought but near the capital islamabad in a place called abdabad about 100 
kilometers north of islamabad and just next door to pakistan is afghanistan where osama bin laden launched 
the 9 11 attacks against the united states a decade ago 
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decade ago it is from afghanistan that bin laden then fled after u.s forces invaded that country just weeks 
after the attacks on new york and washington cnn's nick payton walsh joins us now live from the afghan 
capital kabul nick what are you learning about this operation this successful operation in pakistan well what 
we're hearing in our stress is for american officials across the atlantic in d.c we are hearing that helicopters 
drop special forces into this compound now we just need to explain i think what that means in terms of how 
much the pakistani government would have had to know about this operation obviously to send helicopters 
that far into pakistani territory they would have come up on pakistani radar at some point pakistani officials 
are insisting that they had prior knowledge of this operation and the pakistani intelligence operatives were on 


the ground during that although that seems to be denied by american officials so a definite conflict of opinion 
there as to who actually was involved on the ground uh one pakistani senior intelligence official saying he did 
not know who who actually pulled trigger though it seems to be clear there were american special forces 
involved pictures on local television showing a fire in the area around there uh it's not clear if that is the 
precise compound where the attack happened but it's also key to point out this happened in a busy town ina 
busy city uh previously al-qaeda and militants insurgents here had all been thought to have been hiding out 
in the tribal areas where u.s drones could pick them off one by one but there had been a trend recently for 
the taliban to move into karachi for example in the south big bustling population of cities where it's easier to 
hide yourself and it does appear obviously that bin laden had a similar tactic hiding himself out in about about 
john yeah but nick when we look at what the details of this a million dollar mansion in a very poor area 18 
foot tall walls surrounding this mansion which had been built some time ago apparently bin laden had been 
there for for some months with his youngest wife how is it possible that the pakistani government was not 
aware of his presence 


02:10:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=lpMUWcpx_Qo&t=7800s 





government was not aware of his presence i think they'll be under enormous pressure to answer that 
question it isn't i suppose feasible if he never left that compound if he arrived under great secrecy there was 
no apparently no telephone or internet access to it so you could concede perhaps that he was there without 
their knowledge although of course there will be that question asked again and again in the next 24 hours the 
relationship of trust between washington and islamabad really frayed in the past few months because of 
drone strikes because of the autonomous behavior of us intelligence operatives within the country remember 
in the past pakistan said the drone strikes will run in cooperation with pakistan intelligence who were helping 
them recently they said america was operating unilaterally inside the country no greater evidence of that new 
american party down today where they seem to have gone straight for bin laden themselves saying they did 
not inform pakistan beforehand and nick we've both spoken to jihadists who over the years have always 
taken a great deal of pride in the fact that bin laden was never caught that he was still on the run that he 
managed to evade the united states for such a very long time what will be the reaction now among all of 
those people from pakistan to afghanistan where you are to gaza all of these jihadists i think there are some 
people who regarded him as a figurehead as perhaps a symbol of resistance against america's uh presence 
here in this region of course there are many ordinary pakistanis and afghans who consider him and his like 
an enormous enormous problem for them getting on their daily lives so there will be a split opinion here 
though but i do think we have to be uh careful in this area and across the border in pakistan for retaliation so 
many of these uh networks have said that when bin laden dies they will take spectacular action there have 
been previously in the past few days concerned about a spectacular attack here but that obviously that was 
not publicly linked to any operation against bin laden i spoke to isaf nato forces here and they say their alert 
status has not changed but certainly concerns on both sides of the border there could be some retaliation 
john and obviously this story is still developing we're just a few hours since 
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developing we're just a few hours since the announcement was made by the us president but what will be 
the impact on the taliban in afghanistan where you are right now i think operationally uh it will probably have 
not a vast effect the taliban's leadership has been changing enormously over the past few years many 
reports that this sort of senior figures like muller omar uh mattia various individuals at the top end are less 
connected with the operations on the ground which are often run by hot-headed angry young insurgents for 
indigenous sometimes uh put in that position running their own units against the americans because a lot of 
the american activity here has been to take out the middle level leadership connecting them with the called 
ketosure as it's known across the border in pakistan bin laden though a symbolic figure kind of a totem really 
a huge a figurehead for insurgents here and obviously the reason really why america came here in the first 
place so his death certainly a blow to morale for the average insurgent here but i'm not entirely sure yet we 
can say that there will be an operational impact in fact what we might see is an uptick in insurgent activity to 
show they're not beaten and to show some sort of retaliation against u.s forces there are still so many 


unanswered questions in this story nick payton walsh live for us in kabul thank you nick they surely are well 
former u.s president george w bush first led the charge against bin laden of course and here's what he said 
before leading the multinational attack on those who were sheltering him in afghanistan take a listen osama 
bin laden is just one person he is representative of a of networks of people who are who absolutely have 
made the their their cause to defeat the freedoms that we we take that we understand and we will not allow 
him to do so i want him hell i want i want justice and uh uh there's an old poster out west as i recall that said 
wanted dead or alive and we all remember that well after hearing of bin laden's death 
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well after hearing of bin laden's death from president obama bush issued a statement i'm quoting here this 
momentous achievement marks a victory for america for people who seek peace around the world and for all 
those who lost loved ones on september 11 2001 the fight against terror goes on but tonight america has 
sent an unmistakable message no matter how long it takes justice will be done bin laden has also been 
linked to another attack on the world trade center back in 1993 and he has been on the fbi's 10 most wanted 
list since 1999 that was all while former president bill clinton occupied the oval office and in a statement mr 
clinton says i congratulate the president the national security team and the members of our armed forces on 
bringing osama bin laden to justice after more than a decade of murderous al-qaeda attacks of course 
reaction coming in from around the world as well australia's prime minister is weighing in here's what julia 
gillard had to say just moments ago osama bin laden declared war on innocent people and today he has paid 
the price for that declaration osama bin laden was directly responsible for despicable acts of violence against 
innocent people and he inspired acts of violence by others today of all days we remember the lives lost we're 
also getting reaction from the israeli prime minister benjamin netanyahu he says the state of israel joins in 
the joy of the american people on this historic day in which osama bin laden was killed this is a resounding 
victory for justice freedom and for the joint values of all the countries that fight side by side determinedly 
against terror and uh chris lawrence is following developments at the pentagon he joins us live now with 
some new information on that operation so chris what are you 
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on that operation so chris what are you learning yeah rosemary we're learning now from a u.s official that in 
terms of finding out exactly that it was osama bin laden uh we're told that the assault team that went into that 
compound uh said that they thought just by visual recognition that they thought the description matched 
osama bin laden but they also did some facial recognition technology among other things to positively 
identify him as bin laden we're also hearing that emphatically that the body of osama bin laden will not be 
brought back to the united states uh they say it will the disposition of the body will be done under islamic law 
but the exact details of that are still being worked out we're also getting some new information about this this 
whole idea in this real controversy that is starting to come out about the relationship of the pakistani officials 
to this mission as nick payton walsh was reporting pakistani officials there are saying they were on the 
ground as this was taking place u.s officials have been emphatically saying no that's not true that they did 
not inform the pakistani officials until after the raid took place one official toll is now telling us that the 
pakistanis uh may have been helpful and instrumental in terms of piecing the thing piecing the mission 
together but that the pakistanis did not know that the u.s was directly targeting osama bin laden in that 
compound rosemary all right chris lawrence with that new information appreciate that well of course as we 
heard news of bin laden's death spread rapidly around the world we heard specifically from the israeli prime 
minister let's go now to phil black who's live in jerusalem so phil explain to us what is the feeling there now as 
this news spreads as people sort of absorb this and try to digest what exactly this means globally and 
certainly in that part of the world yeah rosemary here in israel it is 
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yeah rosemary here in israel it is holocaust memorial day which is normally a somber uh reflective day for 
people to think about remember the millions of jews who were killed in the holocaust normally television 
program well a lot of it is suspended entirely much of it is dedicated uh to the sort of somber reflective 
programming uh on that uh piece of that's very significant piece of jewish history today it's a little bit different 
though we have television radio programs dedicated to rolling coverage of uh the death of osama bin laden 
what it may mean for this region the israeli foreign minister this morning has said that in many ways it is 
symbolic uh that this has taken place uh on israel's holocaust memorial day and we've had that statement uh 
that john mentioned a few moments ago from the israeli prime minister benjamin netanyahu in which he 
spoke of israelis joining in the joy of the american people on this uh historic day and he also spoke of this 
being a resounding victory uh for all countries that fight side by side determinedly against terror israel is very 
much referring to itself uh in that statement and israel will tell you that uh operating in the palestinian 
territories gaza specifically it believes there are al qaeda affiliated uh groups the reality is that they're 
generally quite small their influence is not great and they are as much an irritant to israel as they are to the 
governing authority in gaza hamas which is although an enemy is of israel also very much in a daily uh 
struggle if you like against these smaller extremist salafist groups in gaza itself but israel be very much 
looking to see what reaction comes out of the palestinian territories here today from groups that may claim 
direct linkage to al qaeda but also more broadly you may remember that in the wake of september 11 there 
were images video images of palestinians celebrating the fall of the twin towers and over the years the 
palestinian 
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and over the years the palestinian situation has been very much a rallying point for islamic groups around the 
world something that al-qaeda bin laden himself has spoken about in recordings over the last 10 years or so 
so very much looking to see what the reaction will be from those palestinian uh territories today rose indeed 
and phil how likely is it are we likely to see this as a unifying day or a divisive day do you think once 
everyone does start to absorb this news well difficult to say within the palestinian territories itself you're not 
going to see uh strong gestures of uh anger or sadness among the broader population certainly the territory 
is a very different place today than they were uh 10 years ago uh we will be looking to see if some of the 
more extremist groups do perhaps react in a more violent physical angry way in itself certainly here in israel 
when you talk to people there is very much a sense of satisfaction about this news but interestingly for many 
of the people that i've spoken to this morning already the reaction from israelis is well it's about time this has 
taken far too long and many people here have made the point that if this was a terror leader of this scale that 
had attacked israel in the same sort of way they believe it's something that this nation would have taken care 
of uh in a much shorter time frame rosemary and of course it goes without question that here in the united 
states wall-to-wall coverage what is the situation there on the television and of course it's way too early for 
newspapers but certainly radio and word of mouth yeah very much so it is the number one talking point in 
this country today as i say rolling coverage on uh radio on television and it is unusual given what is usually 
the nature of this day holocaust memorial day is a somber 
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holocaust memorial day is a somber reflective day uh for uh jews to reflect upon that most significant of 
events in their history the holocaust itself and normally television programming is something that dies away 
entirely to the point where as i mentioned a lot of programs cease broadcasting on this day in its entirety but 
so far this is what everyone is very much talking today from people on the street to the government across 
radio and television as well people here are digesting the news that osama bin laden has been killed 
rosemary they most certainly are phil black reporting there from jerusalem thanks so much john it is still early 
in the morning here in the united states but yet they are still outside the white house celebrating the news 
that osama bin laden is dead these are live pictures of the crowd which has gathered outside they have been 
chanting usa they've been singing the national anthem all of this since word started to spread about four 
hours ago now uh before the president made that official announcement that osama bin laden had in fact 
been killed an hour after that around 11 30 pm eastern time united states president barack obama made that 


statement this jubilant crowd then cheering that news that the most wanted man in the world had in fact been 
killed by special operation forces inside pakistan there are still those so many unanswered questions about 
what comes next and to try and answer some of those questions peter burgin joins us now live to talk us 
through some of these issues peter does anyone take over from osama bin laden is it possible that he'll have 
a successor there will be a successor the question is how effective will that successor be and uh in my view 
um and i interviewed many people who know bin laden who've been part of his organization uh no one can 
really replace him you know when you join al qaeda you don't swear an oath of allegiance to al qaeda you 
swear a personal oath of allegiance to bin laden and while comparisons with the nazis is not something that i 
like to uh often to do there is one comparison when you joined the nazi party you didn't swear an oath of 
allegiance to nazism 
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swear an oath of allegiance to nazism you swore an oath of allegiance to adolf hitler and if you would if adolf 
hitler had died in 1944 with the bomb that was placed under the conference room table uh by a group of 
army conspirators on july 20th 1944 world war ii would certainly have ended earlier but since there was so 
much uh essentially hitler that had decided to put that war in motion similarly with uh bin laden bin laden 
founded al-qaeda bin laden was the intellectual author of 9 11. and there is no one he does have a deputy 
aim and al-zawari is number two uh but he is not not somebody who that uh on the scale of bin laden when 
people describe their relationship with bin laden people that i've interviewed or in court cases when you look 
at these cases uh they describe feelings of love love is a very strong verb they don't describe feelings of love 
for ayman al-zawari or other people in the movement so yes there will be a successor but the question is 
how um useful will that successor be for the organization and i think the successor will be nothing uh 
fortunately on the scale of what we've seen of osama bin laden it's it's important to remember that al qaeda is 
still operational to more than 60 countries around the world so given that we see a splintering of the group 
freelancing if you like among al qaeda in the arabian peninsula or al-qaeda in afghanistan uh could we see a 
period of instability if you like well as you know john i mean there are plenty of al-qaeda affiliates uh we were 
together in in pakistan uh where uh there are groups that don't even don't even call themselves al qaeda yet 
operate with an al-qaeda-like agenda take for instance the pakistani taliban one of osama bin laden's great 
uh unfortunate gifts to humanity is that he was able to influence other groups uh the pakistani taliban sent a 
suicide bomber to times square on may first 2010 luckily lucky he didn't succeed the pakistani taliban has 
sent suicide bombers to barcelona luckily they didn't succeed so it's not just the affiliates al-qaeda in the 
arabian peninsula which almost succeeded in blowing up to flight 253 over detroit on christmas day 2009 it's 
also al-qaeda in iraq it's al-qaeda and the islamic maghreb which just looked like it killed 
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just looked like it killed uh something like a two you know a couple of dozen people in morocco in the last few 
days um and you can go on al-shabab and somalia there are plenty of these regional affiliates and 
unfortunately uh bin laden's sort of un demonic gift to the world is that his ideology has been taken up by 
sufficiently large number that uh it will continue with with without him killing a person is a lot easier than 
killing an idea bin laden has been losing the war of ideas in the muslim world support for him for al qaeda for 
suicide bombing has been dropping precipitously but that said it doesn't require a very large group of people 
uh to continue inflicting the kinds of terrorist attacks that we've seen in indonesia and jordan and iraq and 
you know any muslim country you can't have mentioned and of course in the west and this is a great victory 
today not only for the united states but for all the victims of al-qaeda we should remember that the largest 
terrorist attack in british history the most deadly one on july 7th 2005 was carried out by al-qaeda we should 
remember that thousands of victims of al-qaeda died in iraq as a result of al-qaeda suicide bombers we 
should remember the several dozen people who died at a wedding in amman jordan in 2005 uh because of 
al-qaeda and i can the list goes on and on john i mean if we look at the the warnings that are coming out now 
from the state department for u.s citizens in fact the warnings are now around the world essentially for 
people to be careful at airports be careful at hotels because of this concern for some kind of retaliation but is 
it possible for some kind of grand retaliation by al qaeda because it seems that in recent years they've been 


getting away from these big gestures to small lone wolf kind of attacks yeah i mean they don't have the 
capacity to do a 911 or anything close that said if northwest flight 253 had blown up over detroit that would 
have killed 300 mostly americans on board more people on the ground in detroit would have had a 
transformational effect on global aviation tourism and international business and probably would have been a 
crippling blow to the obama presidency luckily it didn't happen but the point is is that um you know these 
groups do retain some residual capacity they can get lucky uh and certainly the the death of bin laden 
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the death of bin laden is something that a number of people around the world will try and take revenge 
particularly in the country uh where he's just been killed because the people motivated by these ideas regard 
the united states not only as an enemy but the pakistani government itself we've seen literally thousands of 
pakistani civilians been killed by uh groups motivated by al qaeda's ideology in the past several years and 
bin laden and his number two ayman al-zawari have made it a point of al-qaeda policy to attack the pakistani 
state and military in the last several years uh one last very quick question uh did who knew in pakistan uh 
within the pakistani government that bin laden was where he was i don't think we know the answer to that 
john okay peter thank you very much peter bergen uh live for us this evening in washington we appreciate it 
thanks all right we want to take a step back for just a moment with some background on osama bin laden's 
life before the 9 11 attacks on the united states back in 2001 and he was born in 1957 in riyadh saudi arabia 
the 17th of 52 children fathered by muhammad bin laden now in 1979 bin laden graduated with a degree in 
civil engineering from a saudi university after the soviet invasion of afghanistan that same year he joined the 
afghan resistance known as the mujahideen now for most of the 1980s bin laden supported and at times 
even fought alongside the afghans in 1988 he founded al qaeda with the mission of providing men and 
money for the mujahideen now after the u.s invasion of kuwait back in 1990 bin laden turned his attention to 
the united states for its presence on saudi soil near the muslim holy sites of mecca and medina it began a 
series of terror attacks that would last for years in 1993 he was assumed to have been behind the first attack 
on the world trade center in new york in 1998 saw a pair of truck bombs at u.s 
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saw a pair of truck bombs at u.s embassies in kenya and tanzania and then in 2000 bin laden is linked to the 
bombing of the uss cole in yemen all of it leading up to the 9 11 attacks that destroyed the world trade center 
in new york and damaged the pentagon near washington for more now on this historic event nearly a decade 
after the terror attacks of 9 11 we are joined by cnn's homeland security correspondent jeanne mazur and 
gene of course this is just a huge day for the united states but not only the us right across the globe people 
are marking this day not everyone necessarily celebrating but what are the consequences what are the 
ramifications now of this in terms of these alerts that are now being issued across the globe for u.s citizens 
and and for others of course great concern about the possibility of some sort of retaliation from al qaeda from 
a sympathizer uh from an affiliate and so as you mentioned there has been this worldwide alert to exercise 
caution here in the united states officials are saying they are not aware of any specific threat information but 
it is clear that in certain respects security is being stepped up we know that the new york city police 
commissioner ray kelly sent out an alert to all of his commands urging them to be at increased vigilance in 
addition to new york city police official told me that you will see additional police presence in places like times 
square and other iconic sorts of places around new york transportation hubs and the like in addition in 
philadelphia we know that the police chief has stepped up patrols around synagogues and around mosques 
that's going to be done on an hourly basis according to him the department of homeland security says it will 
continue to protect americans with measures seen and unseen they are not giving us any specifics but i have 
talked to a former department 
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but i have talked to a former department of homeland security official who says there was a game plan on 
the shelf that they were able to pull out that had to has to do with protection of transportation hubs critical 
infrastructure and the like but this isn't just about protection the other thing that's really ramping up here is 
intelligence gathering clearly ben lodness had 10 years to prepare for the possibility of his death there's 
always been concern that he might be dispatching people to the u.s they may already be here there may be 
sleepers and that perhaps his death would be a trigger to take some kind of an action so we can anticipate 
that the intelligence community is looking very carefully at everybody everybody everybody who has been on 
their radar uh to see if they say any indications of any call to action one of the worries is that some of these 
people may work as lone wolves as opposed to parts of cells cells of course being much easier to detect 
another big concern among some of the counter-terrorism officials who've i've spoken to is what happens 
next you were just talking about this with peter a few moments ago there's a real sense that at least under 
osama bin laden you sort of knew what you were dealing with there was oddly enough a sort of stability in 
the situation and the question now is who does take over that organization does it become more radical does 
it become less stable those are all the sorts of questions being considered right now but again at this point in 
time officials saying no specific threat information they do say however that they are carefully monitoring all 
kinds of intelligence it is possible that in the days and weeks ahead of course that situation will change 
significantly as people affiliated with al qaeda or sympathizing with them may decide to take some kind of 
action in retaliation rosemary all right gene deserve many thanks john okay let's stay in washington right now 
joe jones is live at the white house where there is still a huge crowd gathered outside joe joins us now live uh 
with the mood there joe is it 
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live uh with the mood there joe is it just pure jubilation or is there a moment for to pause to remember what 
happened on 9 11. well it's interesting here at the white house uh a lot of jubilation quite frankly john voss uh 
you're right uh hundreds uh perhaps thousands of people in front of the white house uh a very young crowd 
at least of the people i've seen a lot of college students apparently a lot of people just recently graduated 
from college um and you kind of wonder why many of them it seems came with just cameras and a lot of 
people grabbed something that was red white and blue the colors of the us flag and i talked to one person 
who said uh this is the vj day of our generation now um to that end i'd like to talk at this time to a veteran 
actually of afghanistan and iraq alisha watkins and september 11. you heard about this you were in frederick 
maryland which is about 60 miles outside of the city you came down here and i guess this takes you back to 
9 11 when you were at the pentagon talk to me about that um well i just my life forever changed i lost um a 
lot of good people in that day and my life uh forever changed so when this happened i you know just hauled 
tailed down here just to be a part of it it feels such and the brilliance and the feeling that i felt after all the 
turmoil on that day i remember our flag being flown over the pentagon i remember so much and i got that 
feeling back you also found yourself in afghanistan and iraq and you were injured yes and and all of this i 
suppose comes flooding back tonight i know and it almost it almost feels like it was worth it you know i've 
been through so much since september 11 and to see all these people who i've never met before 
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who i've never met before take pictures and slap my hand and everything else it brings back that feeling i felt 
when we draped that flag over that pentagon that day it really does right and you were talking to me earlier 
about how it seemed to you as if a cloud had been lifted off the white house i'm from d.c i've been in dc i've 
seen this white house so many times and it looked so different it looked so huge it looked so powerful so 
hopeful and i don't know what it is it looks different it's a new white house i really do feel that so so tell me a 
little bit about your own story uh you as i said were injured in afghanistan you you've spent a long time 
recovering from essentially the effects of september 11 2001. and and i didn't i didn't even know that um it 
started september 11 and it's just been a build up as i've gone to iraq as i've gone to afghanistan and as i lost 
so much i feel like i can now start to rebuild it's almost like you know a parent who loses a child and the killer 
is brought to justice i feel like this has been a cold case for a long time and they solved it and i just feel so 
emotional my heart is just so light right now it really is i don't talk about all right thank you so much alicia 


watkins so um so that's uh one story from in front of the white house lafayette park uh at this hour uh here in 
washington d.c and i can tell you there's certainly thousands of others john voss back to you okay joe john's 
here for us uh live at the white house that was uh amazing stuff thank you joe it certainly was okay we do 
want to recap now for just a moment in the past few hours a major announcement from u.s president barack 
obama yes osama bin laden was killed by a small group of american forces inside pakistan today 
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inside pakistan today at my direction the united states launched a targeted operation against that compound 
in a badabad pakistan a small team of americans carried out the operation with extraordinary courage and 
capability no americans were harmed they took care to avoid civilian casualties after a firefight they killed 
osama bin laden and took custody of his body it's an announcement 10 years in the making bin laden's been 
blamed for thousands of deaths in countless attacks around the world most notably the attacks on new york 
and the pentagon on september 11 2001. president obama says the operation was carried out with 
pakistan's cooperation all right we do want to get reaction now from across the middle east region and uh 
rima baghdabi is standing by for us at cnn abu dhabi so remember what are you seeing in terms of reaction 
to the death the news that we've heard now of the death of osama bin laden rosemary it's a top headline 
news on all arab media since early morning it's important news for the region osama bin laden is saudi he 
comes from this region and he has a lot of supporters but also he has a he has a lot of people who hate him 
and they denounce al-qaeda first of all we don't have at this point any official reaction from any arab 
government at this stage uh everyone is waiting to see they're assessing the situation they may give official 
statements they may not most importantly in this region is saudi arabia as we know biladen is saudi and 
saudi arabia has been a victim of many explosions and attacks over the past year so bin laden has been a 
threat to the saudis and the rest of the arab world in as much as he has been to america and the western 
world we are waiting for 
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and the western world we are waiting for more reactions we know for a fact some people will be very happy 
for the death of bin laden and uh for his killing but other people will be sad rosemary yes certainly and that's 
what we're seeing on social media certainly i've been receiving a number of tweets from people saying is this 
justice and other comments certainly implying they are not celebrating on this day rima just want to make the 
point of course it is morning there across the middle east so presumably there's just a delay in officials there 
and some governments perhaps pulling together statements because this is a very delicate issue the 
wording that they put in statements they would need to be very careful what they say here indeed rosemary 
the words have to be chosen really well by arab governments on the one hand they have been part of the 
battle against al-qaeda we know there has been massive efforts by the uae government and officials to uh 
curb al-qaeda's presence and influence in the region we know that saudis have started schools and 
programs to clear the minds of the young people in saudi arabia and the muslim world from the islamists 
extremist ideas so there have been efforts however any celebration of the killing of bin laden the head of al- 
qaeda will be uh will it will have any a retaliation against governments and this is what they're careful of 
they're worried that there will be operations in the arab world just as much as the us is and even arab 
networks they're very careful about how they are the news what analysts they host and how they are tackling 
this topic rosemary all right rima maktabi with the reaction there 
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rima maktabi with the reaction there from across the region reporting there from abu dhabi thanks so much 
well of course reaction has been pouring in from officials and lawmakers to the news heralding justice for the 
victims of 9 11 and a little earlier our wolf blitzer spoke with a new york city firefighter one of the first 
responders to the 9 11 attacks on the world trade center take a listen as a new york city firefighter first and 
foremost i think i speak for all new york city firefighters when i give a heartfelt thank the members of the 
united states military who took on this very very dangerous task i think the most important news we've heard 


tonight much much more important than even the death of osama bin laden is the fact that he lost no truth all 
american soldiers in this very very very dangerous situation that they put themselves in harm's way to go and 
and do the business of this country um i think that we're a blessed country tonight wolf um as a new york city 
firefighter who survived both september 11th an illness um uh diagnosed for my time at september 11th um 
i'm proud to be an american tonight i'm proud of all men and women in the service i'm proud of the special 
operations and uh and and and i know that i speak for every member of the new york city fire department 
when i say that i hope to god he rocked some help [Applause] new york mayor michael bloomberg says he 
hopes bin laden's death brings some closure and comfort to all those who lost loved ones on september 11 
2001. indeed celebrations have broken out at ground zero and cnn's jason carroll is there and jason if you 
can describe the mood for us uh i asked joe john's this question there's celebration but is there a moment of 
reflection as well the way to describe it down here john it's jubilant i mean the people have been coming 
down with each passing hour more and more folks coming down here they've been bringing their flags 
they've been singing songs reciting you 
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they've been singing songs reciting you know the the pledge of allegiance singing it's really been incredible 
to see what's been happening down here it sort of makes you wonder what's going to happen as each hour 
continues to pass and when the morning comes and more folks are going to start to wake up and realize 
what's happening down here i want to bring in someone very important to talk about the significance of this 
day this is lieutenant dan joy he is a veteran of the war in iraq and you remember what happened during the 
9 11. you were at west point at that time tell me exactly what this night means for you tonight means that 
we're all american whether we are christian americans or muslim americans gay americans or straight 
americans we're all americans and that's what we're celebrating here tonight i don't think we have anything 
else that we need to celebrate than that you know i as as i've been down here for the past few hours i think a 
lot of people said to me you know this is a night this is a day that we thought would never come or we were 
wondering when it would come does it does it finally seem real to you well there's been a lot of things in my 
journey that i've wondered when that victory or when that vindication would come for me i had sometimes 
lost hope in my personal journey but i know that so long as we tell ourselves from the very first moments of 
stepping up to serve our country that we will never give up until we accomplish what it is we set out to 
achieve then we're going to be all right well i i you Know i think a lot of people i speak for a lot of people who 
thank you for your service to the country and for what you've done for the united states and i think a lot of 
people are now finally feeling a sense of closure are you feeling that as well i am and i would like to say that 
there are many times in our journey where we didn't think that there would be a victory that could pass over 
all of and and calm all of our nerves but what we learned throughout this past 
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what we learned throughout this past decade is that the only antidote to victimization is confrontation a 
confrontation of our own fears of our own inadequacies that knows no compromise when our values are at 
stake and the values of integrity courage and serving one another will lead us forward after this lieutenant 
dan choi i want to thank you very much for coming down here being with us this evening and it's not just folks 
like lieutenant dan choi who've come down here i also want to introduce this gentleman as well calvin roy 
he's from texas that's right you're living here now i came down i was watching cnn wolfe was talking about 
we are glad that you were watching cnn it's a good news but i remember when i was at when the towers 
came down because my tv was set was my alarm and then about 20 minutes later they said we was under 
attack and now you know we felt like we was together like a family ten years later things have changed and 
now i remember where i was at when the newscast came on that they had caught him and they've killed him 
and i feel again you know well one family we're one people we're all americans it's like 10 choices because i 
think people who are watching right now you know it's hard for them to sort of get a sense of what it feels like 
to be down here it does feel like you're taking part it's closure it's closure it's another it's a chapter in our 
american history that's over and what we need to send the congress the senate the house and the president 
that it's over now the wars in iraq and afghanistan we can bring the troops home because we've won calvin 


roy from texas want to thank you very very much thank you and very quickly before we go john and rosemary 
i also want to bring in steve feldheim now you came down here you volunteered you helped clean this area 
up when you know it was all hands on deck to get as many people down here to help what is this like for you 
now to come back 10 years later to have a night like tonight i feel it's a little bit of a closure for the families 
and my friends that i've lost down here for their families they can try to maybe pick up and move on now 
they'll never bring up anybody 
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on now they'll never bring up anybody back but this will be some sort of closure for them and just the fact all 
these people coming together and just reuniting and it's kind of reminiscent of what it's like right after 9 11 
when the whole city came together this is what the country needs now some healing and this is hopefully 
everybody coming together will help spread the word that we are united we are a great country and it's what 
freedom does all right steve feldheim i want to thank you again for your efforts during that time during 9 11. 
and again john rosemary i think that's what's really happening more and more people are turning on their tv 
sets and they're hearing what's what's happening down here they're coming down here to sort of take part in 
this celebration and really that's what you have to call it people got their flags little mini flags bringing them 
down here and singing and just sort of taking part in history john rosemary jason just very quickly compare 
this to the anniversaries that you have seen at ground zero over the years because it just seems to me that 
the mood and everything has just done a complete 180 degree turn that this is now a different place it really 
is it's incredible because i think as i was walking down here i heard one woman say i never thought i would i 
would be taking part in a celebration at ground zero and that is exactly what's happening down here now you 
know we've seen the neighborhood change uh for those of us who have been in new york for a period of 
time now some of us thought you know maybe this area would never come back and slowly but surely over 
the years we've seen it come back and now to have people come down here and take part in a celebration 
it's really quite moving it's moving in and it's something that's special to be a part of yeah jason you were 
there for 9 11. i was there a few hours after you it really is an incredible day thank you jason carroll life for us 
in new york it most certainly is and of course world reaction to the news of bin laden's death came quickly on 
social media pauline chu is watching the online buzz from cnn hong kong and in fact pauline there was some 
very 
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there was some very early chatter on twitter wasn't there very early rosemary the buzz about bin laden 
actually began well before official word arrived and this was one of the first tweets breaking the news about 
half an hour ahead of president obama's speech now this tweet came from the chief of staff to former u.s 
defense secretary donald rumsfeld he posted so i'm told by a reputable person they have killed osama bin 
laden then take a look at how the white house brought together social media with the president's historic 
address on their facebook page live video of the speech appeared alongside a stream of status updates from 
users commenting on bin laden's death and when big news breaks of course we often see twitter just light up 
with photos as people on the scene post what they're seeing at the moment and since most people 
experienced this event at home in front of their televisions they're posting photos of that moment take a look 
this one is from singer will i am of the black eyed peas he tweeted a photo of people watching cnn on a small 
monitor in south korea and you see more from others around the world as people tried to capture this 
moment when they heard the news well some posted photos others posted their reaction for example boxer 
oscar de la hoya tweeted may 1st hitler died in 1945 may 1st osama died in 2011. and from actor neil patrick 
harris he tweeted everyone is sitting around my living room mouths a gape wow what a night thank you mr 
president for such an eloquent speech and we're seeing some people suggesting it may be time to 
reconsider some post-9 11 security measures john dresner tweeted if osama bin laden is dead can we 
please have our rights back so rosemary the tweets are moving at a pretty rapid clip right now and we'll have 
much more for you in the next hour they most certainly are pauline thanks for keeping an eye on that and i 
just want to just let everybody know 
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just want to just let everybody know that uh the afghan president is actually speaking at this time muhammad 
karzai now we will get a translation of this of course and bring you the details as they come into us but we're 
keeping a very close eye on that of course his reaction to the news today that osama bin laden is dead yes 
they've had a very tense relationship between mr karzai and mr obama maybe it'll get a little bit better after 
the events today indeed we shall see what he has to say well let's uh talk more about this successful 
operation in pakistan now we're joined now by a retired brigadier general mark kimmert a former u.s 
assistant secretary of state for political military affairs general kevin thanks for being with us live in our 
washington bureau at this late hour we appreciate it if you can just walk through how this operation played 
out it started with intelligence back in august and then it's gone through a series of months finally the 
president authorized act uh action and then they got bin laden that seems like an awfully long time frame well 
it's really not uh if you take a look at the intelligence cycle going from information to intelligence to targetable 
intelligence to actionable intelligence it takes a long time to develop that intelligence to where you can 
actually target and act upon it so i'm not surprised it took that long and i think the success of the mission 
indicates it probably was time well spent in developing the target set and talking of time what is extraordinary 
is the whole operation apparently took 40 minutes run us through what would have happened you know from 
this helicopter ray to the point at which the bullet went through the head of osama bin laden as we're hearing 
well it's not always helpful to talk about tactics techniques and procedures but as you can imagine they've 
probably isolated the compound with a force both outside and then you brought in some very specialized 
forces either navy seals or joint special operations forces to actually do what is in the vernacular called uh 
door kicking 
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in the vernacular called uh door kicking went in very quickly subdued the target got the target set out of there 
and they got out of there as quickly as possible before any potential reinforcements or other assistance could 
be brought in to fight the americans the fact that there were no casualties the fact that there were no injuries 
at all among the americans as i understand is testimony to how well trained and and frankly how well 
experienced these forces are and when we look at the intelligence and then all the information which is 
slowly coming out about this compound where bin laden was living it was a massive compound built maybe 
five years ago huge tall fences and bin laden had been there with his youngest wife maybe uh since late last 
year could there be any doubt that the someone within the pakistani government or within the pakistani 
intelligence uh knew that bin laden was there well i i certainly don't know that be the case it would be hard to 
believe that a person of such significance such as osama bin laden bin laden who also travels with a fairly 
large entourage that they could be inside that compound without some local knowledge local official 
knowledge but i don't know that to be the case but it would be hard to believe that that wouldn't be the case 
and what do you make of the fact that he was actually that they got him in a mansion as opposed to ina 
cave in the in the frontier area well i think it goes back to your earlier comment about whether he was getting 
external support or not all indications the fact that he was not living in a cave would mean that he was not 
operating independently but that he was getting assistance and aid and comfort from others either in that 
area or from abroad and so a lot of people celebrating certainly in the united states and uh across the globe 
not everywhere of course but is this the beginning is this the end i mean really can people be celebrating 
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i mean really can people be celebrating at this point because this isn't the end of what al qaeda promises for 
the future is it no it certainly doesn't and in fact uh in many ways we felt very much the same way when 
saddam was captured we recognized that that was an important day we recognized it was cause for some 
measure of celebration it was caused to be proud of those soldiers that put their lives on the line to 
accomplish this mission but we also understood the day after saddam was captured that there would be a 
next day and a day after that and a day after that so congratulations to those that planned and executed this 
mission i think as many have said there is a reason to have a sense of closure but there's still a lot of work to 


be done this is an organization that has affiliates around the world and until those affiliates are destroyed i 
don't think we can rest soundly okay general malcolm it live for us in washington thank you sir thank you all 
right it is just five minutes away from three o'clock in the morning here in the united states so let's check 
those crowds even at that early hour they are still gathering celebrating outside the white house there and at 
ground zero if we can bring that shot up as well so people across the united states very happy to hear this 
news they they heard it some hours ago about five hours ago now but uh people slowly started to gather at 
the white house and now the crowds are there it's going to be interesting to see what happens the next 
morning what i think is truly extraordinary when i cast my mind back to all of those anniversaries that we 
have seen at we just saw someone being thrown in the air then um all of those anniversaries those somber 
memorials that have taken place at ground zero and all the controversy over this site in the rebuilding um 
and all the heartbreak and all the anguish uh over the last almost 10 years now to see these scenes of 
jubilation uh is really is something historic and something special to be watching here live on cnn that is right 
as it uh starts a new day this 
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starts a new day this monday the start of a new week in the united states it's going to be interesting to see 
how those people go starting their working day all right well just un moving on now some more details about 
the us-led operation in the pakistani city of abadabad cnn's gloria borger tells us about the compound where 
the world's most wanted terrorist was hiding take a listen this compound in a badabad was apparently built in 
2005. the physical security of it was extraordinary it has 12 to 18 foot walls with barbed wire around it access 
had been restricted by two security gates one official said that they had been paying attention to the couriers 
going in and out of this building one of the couriers apparently attracted their attention another thing was that 
residents burn their trash as opposed to neighbors who just put their trash out for collection one would think 
that that might raise a few eyeballs so and the property is apparently valued at 1 million but it had no internet 
or telephone service so so this was something that they were clearly looking at and that this operation had 
been monitoring for quite some time before the president uh gave the go-ahead uh on this on uh on friday so 
um and that more people were living at the compound than the two brothers and the families who were 
presumed to be living there and there was one whose size and makeup matches osama bin laden and we're 
going to take a quick break now we'll have more of our breaking news coverage after this yeah stay with us 
you're watching cnn 


END 


